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ABBOTSFORD 12 FOOT SAILING CLUB 
INCORPORATED

Affiliated with the N.S.W. 12 Foot Skiff Association, 
the N.S.W. Southern Zone Sabot Association, 

the Flying Eleven Association of N.S.W. and the 
Yachting Association.

ANNUAL REPORT
2018–2019

OFFICE BEARERS SEASON 2018–2019

PATRON: Jim Sinclair

COMMODORE: Tony Mercier

VICE-COMMODORES: Peter Ostara, Neil Hibbard

PRESIDENT: Willem Vervoort

DEPUTY PRESIDENTS: Judy Evans, Lee Dewane

HONORARY SECRETARY: Philip Marsh

HONORARY TREASURER: Gai Dewane

ASSISTANT TREASURER: Neil Hibbard

SENIOR VICE-PRESIDENTS:  Robert Reid, Jim Wiley, Rodney Mercier, 
Matthew Peat

MINUTE SECRETARY: Tom Biskupic

CLUB CAPTAIN: Christopher Dey

CLUB MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: Club Executive plus:

12 foot Skiff Co-ordinator: Steven Hill

Laser Co-ordinator: Garry Robberds

Opens Co-ordinator: Alan Gaha

Sabot Co-ordinator: Judy Evans  

STARTER AND JUDGES:   Judy Evans, Gai Dewane
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LAUNCH CARETAKER: Neil Hibbard

RUNABOUT CO-ORDINATOR: Christopher Dey, Judy Evans

LEGAL ADVISER: Robert Kirby

AUDITORS: Matthew Peat, Tony Mercier

CLUB HISTORIANS: Gai Dewane, Anne Buchanan, Phil Marsh

OFFICER OF THE DAY: The Chief Starter and Judge of the Day             

CANTEEN CO-ORDINATOR: Val Hill

LIQUOR LICENSEE: Gai Dewane

SOCIAL CO-ORDINATORS:  Chantelle Munday, Lisa Hill

WEBMASTERS: Tom Biskupic, Willem Vervoort,

Annual General Meeting
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual General 
Meeting of the Abbotsford 12 Foot Sailing Club 
Incorporated will be held at the Clubhouse on Sunday, 
4th August 2019, at 10 a.m.

PHILIP MARSH, Hon. Secretary

COMMENCEMENT OF RACING SEASON
1st RACE — SATURDAY, 14th SEPTEMBER, 2019
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President’s Report

There are once again many positive highlights from this year, and I 
do not mean the long list of Big Sook award nominees! A special shout 
goes out to the Port Neptune Sea Scouts. This year we have further built 
our mutual relationship and it was great to have so many of you at the 
presentation night and at several of our social dinners. 

Another major positive decision this year was to not run a Learn to 
Sail program but to concentrate our efforts on our Juniors. This was not 
taken lightly, but in the end, it was a major success. It is clear, that our 
sailors in the JARS group, our juniors, have really benefitted from the 
additional coaching and racing with Judy. The group now are all confident 
junior sailors, ready to go racing at inter-club regattas, and often showing 
very close finishes in the club races. The weekly dash for a Freddo was 
always competitive! I would really like to thank Judy, Chris, Jason and 
Adrian and any other parents who pitched in to make this program a 
success!

Maintenance on the club is a major continuing effort and I was 
pleased with the number of people pitching in to help with maintenance 
of the piers below the club and other jobs. Thanks to the efforts of the 
Club Captain, Christopher Dey, and Phil Marsh, the club now has a clear 
maintenance plan based on the engineering report that we commissioned 
last year. A lot of the work scheduled for the working bees is based on 
this maintenance plan and we can use every bit of help we can get. Please 
continue to offer your assistance!

Like other years, we had another competitive season, with several 
interesting races, and a very pleasing continued growth in the sailing ability 
of many of our juniors, and the sea scouts. Having several major events 
at our club for the Cherubs and the Skiffs also has generated additional 
enthusiasm.

Safety on the water is very important, and while the club is focussed 
on providing any assistance possible, it is up to skippers, crews and parents 
to make the right decisions and to be ready to assist other sailors. Please 
continue to look out for each other on the water and make clear decisions 
when the breeze is maybe outside your skill level.

This year we have revamped our Social Sailing (adult training 
program) and we would like to continue to attract new sailors through this 
as well as Learn to Sail next year. New members from our social sailing 
and our junior learn to sail will always be welcome and nurtured. We are 
here to help you with advice on boats, sailing, and options. Please do not 
hesitate to ask questions.

A thank you to all the past and present members for all their efforts 
and donations: the social and canteen committee, starters and finishers, 
the runabout crews and all those people doing little odds and ends around 
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the club. It is always great to see past members, or their families, continue 
to come back to the club and to stay in touch.

I also would like to thank our sponsors, our major junior sponsor 
Canada Bay Club, and our famous Duck Race sponsor, Noi Due, for their 
generous contributions this year. Talking about the Duck Race: how good 
was that this year! I am already excited for the race next year!

Next year is looking to be another busy year, with another round of 
Cherub States, The Parramatta River Championships on a Saturday, and  
the 12ft Skiff National Championship in April!

With that, please continue to support the club by advertising the Learn 
to Sail, the Social Sailing program and by donating to the club via ASF: 
https://asf.org.au/projects/abbotsford-12ft-sailing-club/. I would like to 
thank you all for your support over the last year.

Happy sailing!
WILLEM VERVOORT, President

Secretary’s Report 

I hope that you all enjoyed the 2018-2019 season as much as I did. 
The racing was hard and close across the fleets and there was certainly a 
good vibe around the clubhouse.

To the Club Officials and members who have offered their time to 
make it that way I’m sure that all the competitors join me in thanking 
them for making it that way.

We have taken significant steps on Clubhouse maintenance as 
outlined in L&M Engineering’s Condition Report so our thanks go to the 
team who have volunteered their time and energy.

I do not propose to mention all the various achievements of our sailors 
during the season, most of which will be dealt with in the respective class 
reports. However, Garry Robberds qualifying for the Laser Worlds in 
Ireland certainly deserves mentioning.

A special thanks to Gai, Val and their various helpers who make sure 
that we are fed and watered before and after races and to Chris and Judy 
for their ongoing commitment to the Junior Fleet and LTS.

Finally, I would like to remind you all of the Club’s Annual General 
Meeting which will be held at the Club on Sunday, 4th August at 10am. 
The meeting is open to all members and I recommend that all members 
over 12, particularly competitors, should attend as it gives an insight into 
how your Club operates.

Good luck and best wishes to all Members for a very successful 
2019-2020 season.

PHIL MARSH, Honorary Secretary
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Treasurer’s Report
Once again it is my pleasure to present the treasurer’s report.
The season’s balance sheet shows a profit of $7,862 after depreciation 

of $8,250. It is pleasing to achieve a surplus after several years of deficit. 
Our total income was $55,004 and the expenditure was $47,142.

The profit from the bar trading was $3,623, the social committee 
$2,182 and the canteen $2,970, and bank interest on our term deposits 
was $3,799. Every time you buy a drink or a sandwich you are assisting 
the club’s fund raising. 

We also received $1,011 from the return and earn program. Thank 
you to Neil Hibbard for collecting bottles and cans from a nearby club, 
and myself for taking our club’s recyclables to the recycling machines.

After approaches made by Willem, Judy and Chris Wilkins, we were 
pleasantly surprised to receive an amount of $8,000 from the Canada 
Bay Club to support our junior sailors and the Learn to Sail program. 
This amount is gratefully received and in appreciation we chose to use 
the Canada Bay Club for our well- attended presentation night in May.

Once again our biggest outlay is insurance. The premiums for 
insurance of the clubhouse and club owned boats totalled $11,154. 

We again received generous trophy donations from long-term club 
supporters and current club members. The sailors thank you.

Again we are thankful for our volunteer helpers who quietly do jobs 
around the club to keep us operating. Geoff Dempsey and Neil Hibbard 
worked diligently over two days in April to do maintenance work on our 
sewer line. It was a difficult job involving a lot of digging and clearing 
the lines of massive tree roots. Neil, with input from Greg Annesley, also 
installed the missing triangle on the ramp to ensure the safe movement 
of our boat trolleys to and from the concrete ramp.

We had some exceptionally hot sailing days this season that were 
particularly felt in the kitchen. To make conditions more comfortable Neil 
purchased and installed a new exhaust fan. 

Major maintenance work is currently underway on the piers 
supporting the club. The original part of the club has been here for 65 
years and the newer section for almost 50 years. The piers have well and 
truly stood the test of time but now require some attention to ensure the 
longevity of the building, hopefully for another fifty years.

Special mention needs to be made of the following members: 
Christopher Dey for his continued work as both Club Captain and Support 
boat co-ordinator, as well as master trainer of junior sailors, Judy Evans 
for taking on the role of Scout captain and Race Officer and continuing as 
training coordinator, Val Hill for her work in the canteen, Jim Sinclair for 
maintenance of club boats, Willem, Tom, Hannah and Robin for organising 
social sailing, Chantelle Munday and Jennifer Dey for organising our 
social functions with the assistance of Lisa Hill, Elena Gamboa, Alison 
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and Untung Manurung.  Both the Italian night and Indonesian night were 
amazing! 

We again acknowledge Half Moon Bay Yacht club for allowing the 
use of their slip for Scout maintenance free of charge, Matt Peat and Tony 
Mercier for auditing our books and Rod Mercier for printing of the Annual 
report. Your continued support is greatly appreciated.

Looking forward to another profitable and successful sailing season. 
GAI DEWANE, Honorary Treasurer

Club Captain’s Report

It’s been another busy season maintaining the club’s boats and 
facilities to support club members and allowing us to sail and socialise, 
and indeed pleasantly pass the time on the river. It is a privilege for all of 
us to be able to enjoy, at relatively low monetary cost, such a beautiful 
location and to just muck around in boats on a waterway in the middle 
of a big city. We should be mindful and grateful for all the foresight and 
effort that has been put in by hundreds of people since the foundation 
of the club, and during its operation over more than eight decades now.

As part of our lease conditions, the NSW government requires us 
to actively maintain the building. The detailed professional engineering 
report we commissioned recently is a requirement, as is regular reporting 
on how we are addressing the important issues raised in the report. Aside 
from these formal requirements, the engineering report and its guidance 
on undertaking maintenance is a very useful resource for prioritising what 
we do and when. I would like to acknowledge and thank Phil Marsh for 
his comprehensive planning and oversight of the tasks required by the 
engineering report. He has systematically ranked and scheduled the many 
things we need to do which has made preparing and running the current 
working bees more efficient and effective. Also he has spent many hours 
under the building testing and refining the material and processes that we 
need to perform on the building foundations.

With Phil’s planning and guidance, it has been very pleasing to 
see what the first two weekend working bees have achieved in terms of 
maintenance on the foundations. There is still further work to be done 
over the next 18 months or so, but literally to ensure the integrity of the 
clubhouse, we needed to start with the piers and major support beams. 
There remain many other tasks, such as painting of the northern and 
western walls, which we will get to, but we must prioritise and do what 
needs to be done first.

We all need to endorse a big thank you to Neil Hibbard for single-
handedly replacing the deck triangle and for continuing to oversee the 
care of Scout II, as well as many other things big and small that he does 
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around the club. Neil also worked for two full days with Geoff Dempsey 
to fix the drain outside the men’s toilets. Thanks to Geoff for again giving 
up his time for helping the club with plumbing and building work.

I would like to thank Alan Gaha for his tireless efforts in general, 
always being willing to do extra support shifts on the boats, for going 
above and beyond in the working bees (and getting constantly soaked by 
the pressure washer) and helping launch and retrieve many boats every 
Saturday.

Tom and Robin of ‘Biskupic Engineering’ continue to develop their 
extensive expertise that has been vital in keeping the club running.  From 
completely fixing and overhauling the anchor winch on Scout II, to welding 
jobs (such as the new balcony pole, removed, fixed and replaced in 24 
hours) and boat repair jobs for many members, Biskupic Engineering 
can do it all. Rumour is that B.E. now has the maintenance contract for 
the Harbour Bridge.

It is also great to have the ever-handy Peter Hill back in Sydney to 
lend his expertise to working and fixing things around the club. Jim Sinclair 
has been steadily sprucing up the club Optimists and the remaining club 
Sabots, as well as fixing all manner of things (from cracks in the older 
Pacer, to rusty hinges, and the runabouts). I would also like to acknowledge 
all the England family (Meredith, Anthony, Ben and Jami) for their help, 
among other things, with sorting out the first aid kits. Thanks also to 
Judy and Miki for their constant sorting, organisation, and good ideas 
around the club.

I am sure I have missed some key people who also have made major 
contributions to keeping the club and its equipment running – but thank 
you to you all.

Please be mindful that it if we did not have all these talented and 
valuable contributions, the club (and therefore us) would likely have 
to pay many tens of thousand of dollars to maintain our assets, which 
are there to allow us to sail. Please pitch in and volunteer to support the 
vital maintenance that we must do. It is also fun and interesting to work 
together with a very diverse bunch of people to achieve a common aim.

I look forward to seeing you at the club, whether just to hang out and 
socialise, sail, help on the water, or help with maintenance. Remember it 
is our club to grow and enjoy.

CHRISTOPHER DEY, Club Captain
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Social Committee Report

It has been a very successful and enjoyable year for the Social 
Committee raising over $2,000 for the Club. For variety we had a couple 
of successful theme nights during the season.

The first social was a barbeque and then a pizza night. 
This was followed by the Italian night where Marco’s mum Elena 

Gamboa and her group of helpers served up beautiful Italian fare. 
We held the very well attended annual Yuletide dinner in December. 

Once again it was a night of traditional Christmas food. The highlight of 
the evening for the young and young at heart was the arrival of Santa. 

In the latter part of the season an Indonesian night was organised. 
Untung and Alison Manurung spent many hours cooking a large variety 
of traditional Indonesian food. It was a big hit with members.

The final social of the season was a barbeque held after the famous 
Duck race.

Thank you to Jenni Dey, Chantelle Munday, Lisa Hill and Gai 
Dewane for co-ordinating the nights and to all members who provided 
salads, desserts, manned the barbeque, served food, and washed up after. 
These nights are so important for socialising as well as fund raising.

Hopefully we will continue the theme nights and maybe have a trivia 
night or bingo in the new season. The social committee is always looking 
for new ideas. Volunteers are encouraged to nominate at the AGM on the 
4th August.

The Social Committee

Canteen and Bar Report

The bar and canteen have had a successful season of trading. The 
bar had a profit of $3,623 and the canteen $2,970. These amounts are 
important for the club’s financial viability.

As well as providing for our weekly sailing we catered for a heat of 
the Cherub State titles and also the Parramatta River Championship for 
12foot skiffs. These events generate much needed extra revenue.

We had our annual visit from Santa at our Yuletide dinner. Thank 
you to Chris Wilkins and helpers Neil and Garry for making the night 
memorable for the children.

Thank you everyone for your support of the bar and canteen.  
GAI DEWANE, Liquor Licensee

VAL HILL, Canteen Co-ordinator
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12 foot Skiff Report

The skiffs have completed our 83rd season of sailing on the river.
Peter and Steven Hill carried the flag for the 12foot skiffs and were 

joined by five cherubs, which was wonderful to see.
There was some competitive racing but also quite a few DNFs due 

to gear failures during racing. Hopefully all the boats have had major 
overhauls during the break replacing tired ropes and fittings, and will be 
ready to hit the water in pristine condition.

Early in the season we hosted a heat of the cherub State titles. A 
large fleet competed. We will again host a heat of their State titles in the 
coming season.

In October we hosted the Parramatta River Championship. Nick Press 
and Andrew Hay sailing ‘Sydney Sailmakers’ won the championship and 
Len Postill Memorial trophy, and were also first on handicap, winning 
the Jack and Lenore Dempsey Memorial trophy. Nick and Andrew had a 
remarkably successful season winning the Inter-dominion championship 
in January, the National Championship at Easter, as well as the Upper 
Harbour Championship and the Port Jackson Championship.

Peter and Steven competed in the Inter-dominion championship 
hosted by Sydney Flying Squadron in January, and had some great racing 
on the harbour but also experienced gear failure on more than one occasion. 

Arrogant Frog in action during the Inter-dominion, January 2019
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Neil Hibbard, Gai Dewane, Geoff Dempsey and Robert Tyler (Bear), 
who was visiting us from Ireland, manned ‘Scout’ for the championship.

At the club it was the year of the green boats with ‘Arrogant Frog’ 
winning both the Club Championship and the Season Point Score with 
Huon Saul and Simon Mercer in their green cherub, ‘Lick This,’ coming 
second. ‘Lick This’ also won the Cherub championship. Willem Vervoort 
and Stephen Fujiwara in ‘Fast Forward’ came third in both. Robin Biskupic 
and Luke Hill had some good races after Christmas and finished fourth 
in the Club Championship. They missed the early part of the season due 
to study commitments. Liam Gaha and Cooper Cotterill sailing their first 
season in cherubs in ‘Extreme’ persevered through the season coping 
with disappointments due to gear failure but had the boat going well by 
the end of the season and came fourth in the Point Score. They should be 
very competitive in the new season. The Sea Scout boat, ‘Tiger Strike’, 
sailed by James Ranford and Louie Roberts had a lot of fun capsizing 
and learning the art of cherub sailing and were victorious in the Short 
course series. We look forward to a lot of competition from all the boys 
in the new season.

Exciting news is that the Club will be hosting the 12foot skiff National 
Titles over three days at Easter 2020. This will be a big event for the club 
and will require support from club members.

We again thank those volunteers who make the club operate and allow 
us to go sailing, from the race committee, Gai and Val in the canteen and 
bar, and support boat crews.

Club Championship Season Point Score Short Course series

1st place Arrogant Frog Arrogant Frog Tiger Strike

2nd place Lick This Lick This Arrogant Frog

3rd place Fast Forward Fast Forward Lick This

3rd place A Grand Day Out Extreme A Grand Day Out

STEVEN HILL, 12 foot Skiff Co-ordinator

Laser Report

Well another season has bitten the dust and a new one has already 
began for me. Congratulations to Lee Dewane sailing “Vibe” for again 
winning the club championship, Tom Biskupic sailing “Certifiable” for 
his win in the Season Point score, and to Chris Wilkins sailing “Purple 
Jelly Bean” for winning the Short Course series. Well done to all of you 
and well sailed. 
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In the Club Championship it felt like a match race for much of the 
season and I thought I had the speed this year to beat Lee but I made a 
couple of crucial errors in a few races which was all Lee needed to win 
the Club championship, but losing one race by mere 2 seconds in what 
turned out to be a slightly mistimed last tack 30 metres from the finish 
line still hurts. If that race had gone the other way we would have finished 
the season on equal points which would have forced a count-back to get 
a decision, c’est la vie. In the end I finished the Club championship in 
second place sailing “Juz” with Neil Hibbard in “SeaCure” finishing in 
third place overall. 

In the Season Point score it went down to the last race with Tom 
beating Neil Hibbard in “SeaCure” by one solitary point and Lee only 
another two points further back, talk about going down to the wire. 

It was equally as close in the Short Course series with Chris only 
beating Hannah Biskupic in “Problem Child” by one point with Tom 
another 4 points further back. In the end a pretty close result among all 
the different series. Hopefully everyone will continue to improve next 
season on where they ended up this year and we’ll have a cracker season 
to look forward to. 

This season saw us lose a couple of starters from our small fleet 
and some of our remaining sailors not able to get out on a regular basis. 
I welcome Ben England and Silvio Teran to our ranks for next season. 
Hopefully Greg Annesley and David Page will be less busy with work 
commitments and be able to come and race with us on a more regular 
basis. Does anyone know anyone who owns or would like to own a Laser 
and race it? If you do please encourage them to come down to the club as 
this would really help keep our fleet numbers up so everyone can have a 
fun day out racing against someone of a similar skill level. 

All members leant a hand to help fellow sailors on the day of the big blow, 30th March 2019
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We had a reasonable season wind wise with a few howlers and a 
few abandoned days. One of the howling West South Westerly’s left 
boats parked all over the course in need of assistance. I would like to 
give a shout out to all the club members who went out on rescue boats 
on a very difficult day to make sure everyone got home safe and sound. 
It was a true club effort.

I guess some of our laser sailors might be aware of the bun fight 
currently going on between the International Laser Class Association 
(ILCA), the three previously approved class builders, and World Sailing. 
This is a sorry state of affairs with statements coming out nearly every 
second day on one media forum or another, mainly between Laser 
Performance Europe, ILCA, and the European Laser Association which 
looks more like a petty media slanging match. It seems to have become 
somewhat of a commercially driven war over who will control the Laser 
class going forward with the upshot being that if they don’t come to some 
sort of compromise before the 1st of August deadline set by World Sailing 
the Laser could lose it’s selection in the Olympics for 2024. 

Several of us ventured to regattas away from Abbotsford. I know this 
may sound like a bit of a travelogue but here goes. To start off I travelled 
to Brisbane in July 2018 and sailed in a light wind South Pacific Laser 
Masters, where through some good fortune and retirements I picked a 
second place overall in the Radial Masters section. 

From there the next regatta for me was the Laser Masters Worlds in 
‘sunny and warm’ Ireland, out on Dublin Bay. Sorry Bear, it was neither 
sunny nor warm except for the welcome and the hospitality afforded to me 
by the Abbotsford 12ft Sailing Club European division. Special thanks to 
Robert (Bear) and Inez Tyler and Eddy and Monica who looked after me 
in what was a reasonably windy and very cold and tough regatta. Results 
were somewhere near 20th in a fleet of 28 Radial Masters. I had more 
breakages than ever which resulted in two retirements but I did manage 
to place around the 10th – 13th towards the end of the regatta. Those old 

Lasers heading up stream 26th January 2019
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blokes were supremely fit with some being semi professional, i.e. they 
sail more than work. 

The next regatta was the Laser Coasts Open Championships at 
Vaucluse in late October attended by Phil and myself. Another windy 
regatta which was too much for Phil with a big sail but I got around 
the course in all the races with a radial sail and ended up 15th out of 33 
entrants and was the first 45+ division Master. 

The next regatta was the Laser State Open Titles in Canberra 
attended by Neil Hibbard, Phil Marsh and myself. This was another high 
wind regatta with breeze between 10 and 30+ knots, and 45degree wind 
shifts on the Saturday. Neil and Phil both tried hard but found the breeze 
was just too much. I fought my way around two races but then stepped 
off the back of the boat going into a high speed jibe in the 3rd race and 
snapped my carbon tiller extension, race done. As the races were back to 
back I missed the fourth race of the day as well. I would have to say that 
the first broad reach in the third race was the fastest I have ever been in 
a Laser in a 30+knot gust and dead flat water. Other than the stars most 
people were crashing on the jibe including my one swim for the regatta 
at the wing mark on the last lap. Would you believe that Sunday was the 
dead opposite and nearly dead calm that eventually lead to the day being 
abandoned, talk about extremes. Such is sailing in Canberra.

After Christmas I made the drive down to Launceston in Tasmania 
for the National Titles. These were long days on the water sailing offshore 
in Bass Strait. Race days started early sailing out through the narrow 
Mersey River then up the coast. Most days it was up to an hour of hiking 
to windward just to get to the start area. This was another tough regatta 
for me as it was an open regatta against all the young sailors. No great 
results for me but there were some cracking high-speed reaches back to 
the river mouth surfing the swells. Also I had an episode one night at 
dinner with some new friends where I collapsed, waking up to find one of 
our group who was medically trained applying heart compressions to my 
chest. Suffice to say after a short ambulance ride I ended up spending the 
second last night of the regatta in the local hospital suffering from extreme 
dehydration or so they believed. This came after a near windless 6 hours 
on the water in 25deg with only 750ml of water and wearing too many 
layer of wetsuits. Unfortunately they wouldn’t let me out of hospital in 
time to sail the last day which may have been somewhat of a god send as 
it turned somewhat nuclear out in Bass Strait that day with a fair amount 
of carnage with some boats being abandoned out on the course, sailors 
rescued, and boats retrieved later by more experienced sailors. So that 
was it for the races outside the club I think, I hope I didn’t miss anyone. 

On a personal note I need to thank a few people who’ve helped me 
out no end who I didn’t thank at the presentation and should have. First I 
would like to thank Greg Annesley for again fixing up my centreboard and 
rudder this season after I kept knocking chips out of them. I also would 
like to thank Phil Marsh for unselfishly doubling up my boat on his trailer 
to allow me to get to as many regattas as I did and allowing me to borrow 
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it to get my boat to Brisbane last year. And last but not least Neil Hibbard 
for lending me his trailer on a number of occasions only for me to jack 
knife the empty trailer and bend the draw bar so badly that it needed to 
be shortened. I am extremely disappointed and apologise again to Neil 
for doing this to his trailer and I owe him big time for letting me off so 
lightly. Sorry again Neil. Again thanks to all three of you for helping me 
with my sailing this season.

As I say each year without the tireless efforts of the band of willing 
volunteers who run our club it would not be possible for us to continue 
sailing on a Saturday, again on behalf of all the club Laser sailors I take 
my hat off to them. Well that’s it for another year and this report was a little 
long but with a little luck it was somewhat interesting. Hopefully I’ll see 
you all next season. By the time you read this it will only be a month away.

Club Championship Season Point Score Short Course Series

1st place Vibe Certifiable Purple Jelly Bean

2nd place Juz SeaCure Problem Child

3rd place SeaCure Vibe Certifiable

4th place Certifiable Juz Unshackled 2

Cheers and fair sailing.
GARRY ROBBERDS, Laser Co-ordinator

Open Class Report
Well done to our Open class. This season the open fleet had various 

boats - Pacers, a Tasar, an NS14, a Flying11 and 420s competing. 
For sailing conditions, we had it all, sailing cancelled due to no winds, 

a day where everyone was knocked flat with rescues the order of the day, 
rain storms and southerlies and everything in between. 

Congratulations to the crew of ‘Conditions Apply’, Evan Gaha and 
Ben Tankard– our Open fleet champions and Season Point Score winners. 
You have improved on the water every week. It is a great result for new 
sailor Ben, in his first season with the club. There is still plenty of room 
to grow next season, with spinnaker and trapeze to master yet. 

Well done to Finn McCluney and Henry Wheeler– they have 
mastered some of the “on water” basics in their 420 ‘Keep It Real’, have 
tried the spinnaker and trapeze, and they have sailed well. They won a 
number of races, even sailing 3up. They were a real chance to take out 
the championship, coming a close second in the end. 

To all the Sea Scout members who have sailed in the Open races – 
thank you for your determination and competitive efforts. Special mention 
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to Jack Saul, Hugh Kiernecki and James Scarpellino, in ‘Attitude,’ who 
gained third place in the Season Point Score and Club Championship and 
first in the Short Course series. They achieved these results by sailing very 
regularly. We all get better if we are challenged. Thank you for being a 
part of our club. Your efforts and participation are much appreciated. 

 I am hopeful that next season we will have more sailors graduating 
to the opens fleet from the junior fleet. You will be welcome. 

Thank you from all the Open sailors for the support of those club 
members who helped us rig and repair. Thank you also to the many who 
manned support boats during the season. 

Looking forward to seeing you on the water next season.

Club Championship Season Point Score Short Course Series

1st place Conditions Apply Conditions Apply Attitude

2nd place Keep It real Keep It Real Keep It Real

3rd place Attitude Attitude Conditions Apply

4th place Equaliser Club Pacer 8 Cost Ya

ALAN GAHA, Open co-ordinator

Keep It Real and Conditions Apply 16th February 2019
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Junior Report

This season we introduced a new format into the Junior Fleet’s 
racing program. We combined traditional long course racing for the 
Championship series with both short and sprint races with the goal of 
increasing the kids’ already well-developed sailing skills.

The new sprint series provided all the sailors with lots of opportunities 
to fine tune their starting, mark rounding and tactical racing skills and it 
was a great experience to be on the water and watch the close racing that 
took place around in Exile and France Bays. Of course, the highlight of 
each week’s racing was the “Dash for the Freddo” when the stakes were 
high and a chocolate frog was the prize for the fastest to the finish. These 
races were also a great way to teach some rules to our over zealous sailors!!

The championship series was another closely fought battle with 
several possible winners being predicted as the season went on. However, 
gear breakages, music rehearsals and illness impacted on everyone’s 
chances and it was a nail -biting affair right to the final heat. Who was 
victorious? Read below!!

Short course racing provided close tussles among the fleet with 
everyone getting more courageous on the start line and learning to pick 
the right end of the start line. There were even some very close encounters 
with other boats from different fleets but to the credit of the Junior Fleet 
they held their place and called right of way rather than give way as used 
to happen.

Of course, all these sailing opportunities would not be possible 
without the help of others including Jason and Adrian in their duck, Chris 
and Judy in the other duck and at briefing and debriefing times.

Thanks to all the parents who continue to encourage our juniors and 
ensure that they come along every weekend to not only sail but to catch 
up with their buddies and have lots of fun both on and off the water.

The juniors preparing for the start, 13th April 2019
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WINNERS ARE GRINNERS

Trophy Boat Skipper

1st Club Championship Sabot 2 Marco Serratorre

2nd Club Championship Rocket Fuel Nick Bell

1st Sprint Championship Daz Bot Evie Munday

2nd Sprint Championship Opi Charlie Dey

3rd Sprint Championship Sabot 2 Marco Serratorre

1st Short Course series Opi Charlie Dey

2nd Short Course series Sabot 2 Marco Serratorre

3rd Short Course series Pippi Ripple Harry Manurung

Rookie skipper Sabot 6 Lewis Manurung

Karl Evans Memorial Sabot 2 Marco Serratorre

Junior Fleet award Blown Away Charlie McCluney

JUDY EVANS, Training Co-ordinator







COMMENCEMENT OF RACING SEASON
1st RACE — SATURDAY, 14th SEPTEMBER, 2019

Annual General Meeting
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual General 
Meeting of the Abbotsford 12 Foot Sailing Club 
Incorporated will be held at the Clubhouse on Sunday, 
4th August 2019, at 10 a.m.

PHILIP MARSH, Hon. Secretary

— R E M I N D E R —


