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OFFICE BEARERS SEASON 2019–2020
PATRON: Jim Sinclair
COMMODORE: Tony Mercier
VICE-COMMODORES: Peter Ostara, Neil Hibbard
PRESIDENT: Willem Vervoort
DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Judy Evans
HONORARY SECRETARY: Philip Marsh
HONORARY TREASURER: Gai Dewane
ASSISTANT TREASURER: Neil Hibbard
SENIOR VICE-PRESIDENTS: Robert Reid, Jim Wiley, Rodney Mercier,
Matthew Peat
MINUTE SECRETARY: Tom Biskupic
CLUB CAPTAIN: Christopher Dey
CLUB MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: Club Executive plus:
   12 ft Skiff Co-ordinator: Peter Hill
  Laser Co-ordinator: Garry Robberds
  Opens Co-ordinator: Alan Gaha
  Junior Co-ordinator: Judy Evans
STARTER AND JUDGE: Judy Evans
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ASSISTANT JUDGE: Gai Dewane
LAUNCH CARETAKER: Neil Hibbard
RUNABOUT CO-ORDINATOR: Christopher Dey, Judy Evans
LEGAL ADVISER: Robert Kirby
AUDITOR: Matthew Peat, Tony Mercier
CLUB HISTORIAN: Gai Dewane, Anne Buchanan, Phil Marsh
OFFICER OF THE DAY: The Chief Starter and Judge of the Day
CANTEEN CO-ORDINATOR: Val Hill
LIQUOR LICENSEE: Gai Dewane
SOCIAL CO-ORDINATORS: none
WEBMASTERS: Tom Biskupic, Willem Vervoort

Annual General Meeting

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual General
Meeting of the Abbotsford 12 Foot Sailing Club
Incorporated will be held at the Clubhouse on Sunday,
2nd August 2020, at 10 a.m.
PHILIP MARSH, Hon. Secretary

COMMENCEMENT OF RACING SEASON
1st RACE — SATURDAY, 12th SEPTEMBER, 2020
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President’s Report
The year ended unexpectedly, and as we adjust to the “new normal”,
it is also a good time to reflect on the achievements of last year. As always,
we have our ups and downs, and in that sense this year was no other.
However, there were once again many positive highlights from this
year, even though I really missed the Great Duck race. My ducks were
already in training and will now have to continue training until the next
opportunity to race.
One highlight was the Arrogant Frog with the father and son
combination of Peter and Luke Hill competing in the 12ft Skiff Interdominion in Wellington NZ. It was great to see Abbotsford represented
and doing so well, given the unfamiliar water and the newish combination!
It is therefore also great news that Robin Biskupic and Luke will step
into a 12ft skiff next year and offer some competition to the Arrogant Frog.
That leaves an opening in the Cherubs, but hopefully the older juniors
will step into this option.
Another shout out goes to the Port Neptune Sea Scouts, the same as
last year. Even though we have some differences in approach, we have
again managed to collaborate effectively, and it is great to see more and
more scouts taking to the water. For next year we plan to structure our
support a bit more formally to help you further improve your sailing skills,
particularly for the younger scout participants.
Safety on the water is very important, and while the club provides
the best assistance possible, this is reliant on support crews knowing
what they need to do. Please remember to ask for help if you are not sure.
With our small club we will continue to ask everybody to take a turn on
the support boat, and sometimes this can be hard work! In the end, it is
also up to the skippers, crews and parents to know the rules of racing and
boating, make the right decisions and to be ready to assist other sailors.
Please continue to look out for each other on the water and make clear
decisions when the breeze is maybe outside your skill level.
After last year not running a Learn to Sail program, we had a full
complement again this year. It was great to again see the children move
to fairly confident sailors towards the end of the season. We look forward
to seeing you all next year. In the meantime, the juniors have powered
on and by the end of the season were clearly looking to move to different
boats to continue their skills. Hopefully next year we will see some new
combinations on the water.
I want to once again thank a range of different people in the club who,
with club captain Chris Dey, continue to help with maintaining the club
house and our start boat. Their assistance is very much appreciated even
though their work might not be directly visible to all members! A major
thank you to the continued efforts of Neil Hibbard (aka the “can man”),
Jim Sinclair (the quiet achiever) and Phil Marsh (the “floor man”). While
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we had to cancel our working bees due to the COVID19 situation, we will
need to continue our maintenance program to keep the club structurally
safe. Please continue to offer your assistance!
Without the rest of the management committee and the people coming
to the club meetings we would not be able to run this club. Your input is
highly valued! With that, a thank you to all the past and present members
for all their efforts and donations: the social and canteen committee, starters
and finishers, the runabout crews and all those people doing little odds
and ends around the club.
I also would like to thank our sponsors, particularly our major junior
sponsor Canada Bay Club, for their generous contributions this year.
Next year is looking to be another busy year, with another round of
Cherub States, The Parramatta River Championships on a Saturday, and
possibly a rerun of 12ft Skiff Nationals, which were cancelled this year
due to COVID-19. Please continue to support the club by advertising the
Learn to Sail, the Social Sailing program and by donating to the club via
ASF: https://asf.org.au/projects/abbotsford-12ft-sailing-club/. I would
like to thank you all for your support over the last year.
Happy sailing!
WILLEM VERVOORT, President

Secretary’s Report
The season was bubbling along nicely and then came to a sudden stop
with the cancellation of the final heat of the Club Championship, with it our
end of season social and then the 12 Foot Skiff National Championship,
which was to be held over Easter.
I’m sure that all competitors join with me in thanking the Club
Officials who gave their time to make it possible for us to go out on the
water and enjoy ourselves, your efforts are greatly appreciated.
Club maintenance was effectively carried out during the last offseason and we have more to do based on L&M Engineering’s Condition
Report, some of which will have to wait until Covid-19 is under control.
Our Club needs a lot of effort if it is to operate successfully and just
about every member is involved in some way, be it in the conduct of the
actual racing, by helping out in the canteen and at social functions, or by
assisting with the maintenance of the Club’s facilities and boats or on the
administrative side. I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate
each and every one of you for your efforts over the past season.
Like all of you I’m looking forward to the 2020-2021 season, I’m
sure it will be a busy one.
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Finally, I would like to commend to you the Club’s regular meetings,
albeit currently being held as virtual meetings. Similarly, the Annual
General Meeting of the Club provides a good insight into how your Club
operates.
PHIL MARSH, Honorary Secretary

Treasurer’s Report
The 2019-20 Season will be one to be remembered but unfortunately
not for good reasons.
We experienced days of cancelled races due to high wind, sailing in
intense storms on some days and choking bushfire smoke on others, days
of small fleets racing on the water and very few people in the clubhouse
and a lack of assistance for Judy with race management and Scout crew.
This was compounded by the sudden shortening of the season and the
cancellation of both the 12 foot Skiff Australian titles which had been
scheduled for the Easter weekend in April, and our annual presentation
night due to COVID-19.
As a consequence of all these factors our balance sheet shows a deficit
of $4,774 after depreciation of $8,877. Our total income was $40,758 and
the expenditure was $45.542. We had a shortfall in profit from the canteen,
bar, social committee and lease of club boats while our maintenance costs
of the clubhouse and the support boats were substantially increased from
2018-19. Bank interest on our term deposits also continued to fall.
As always our major expense is insurance of the clubhouse and club
owned boats, this year totalling $11,273. We have to sell a lot of pies and
drinks to cover this expense.
Our boat registrations were 7 skiffs and cherubs, 13 lasers, 7 open
class and 4 junior boats. However the weekly average of boats on the water
was well below these numbers in all classes with the Lasers averaging
7 boats on long course days and 5 on short course days and the skiffs
averaged 4 boats on long course and 2 boats on short course days.
With fewer sailors and their families at the club on Saturdays our
income from the bar and canteen is naturally reduced. In fact, we had one
Saturday when I was the only person in the clubhouse while racing was
happening and had to keep an eye on things and finish the races. Very
disappointing.
As in previous years we were fortunate to have volunteers donate
their time to assist with the club’s maintenance and operations thus saving
us many dollars. Thank you once again to life long club supporter Geoff
Dempsey, for his plumbing skills. He installed the new toilet in the men’s
toilets and disconnected the old water heater from under the stairs.
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Neil spent many Monday mornings collecting cans and bottles from
a nearby yacht club and taking them to the Return and Earn machines
while I recycled our club’s bottles and cans. In total we achieved $1,253.
Many thanks to all the members who worked so diligently last winter
to reinforce our clubhouse foundations, particularly Greg Annesley and
Peter Hill for their knowledge and skills and Phil Marsh and Christopher
Dey for overseeing the project.
Once again Judy Evans and Christopher Dey, with the assistance of
Cooper Cotterill and Robin Biskupic, did a sterling effort with the Learn
to Sail program. Hopefully we will see the happy faces of the participants
back this season joining our junior fleet.
Special mention and congratulations must be given to Peter and Luke
Hill who were our first representatives for many years in the Australian
team for the annual Inter-dominion regatta which was hosted in February
by Worser Bay Boating Club, Wellington, New Zealand. It was Luke’s
first 12 foot skiff regatta and they sailed extremely well, completing all
races and winning the overall handicap. Both father and son are still on
a high after the exhilarating sailing conditions and their success. We are
proud of you!
The weather Gods did the right thing for us in February when we
held our well attended and very profitable inaugural High Tea. The visitors
were most impressed with the quality of the food as well as the view of
our fleets sailing past. Many thanks go to Lisa Hill, Jenni Dey, Alison
Manurung, Ciara Fucile, Dusica Krunic, Gai Dewane and Val Hill for
their organisation, cooking and serving skills.
As always we thank current and former members and club supporters
for their generous donations of trophy money to reward our sailors for
their efforts on the water.
Acknowledgements are once again in order of Half Moon Bay
Yacht club for allowing the use of their slip for Scout maintenance free
of charge, Matt Peat and Tony Mercier for auditing our books and Rod
Mercier for the printing of this Annual report. Your continued support is
greatly appreciated by all of us.
Finally many thanks go to all our wonderful members who help
to make our small family club a lovely place to spend our Saturday
afternoons.
Here is hoping for a season of fair winds, good health and special
moments to treasure.
GAI DEWANE, Honorary Treasurer
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Club Captain’s Report
May you live in interesting times has often been said as an exhortation
for resilience or solace in difficult situations. Even though commonly
used, in fact the origin of this expression is not well known. In any case,
the second half of the season has proven very interesting for us all. But
back to 2019, which seems like a long time ago ...
The first half of the season saw the usual rather constant battle to
maintain the club’s boats and facilities to support club members. Those
of us who sail, socialise and just spend time at the club should be mindful
of all the unpaid work that goes on to keep the club operating.
For the clubhouse we continued to work through the detailed
recommendations from the professional engineering report commissioned
a few years ago as a requirement of our lease. What we do and when
is somewhat of a juggle between scheduled preventative maintenance,
responding to breakages, and the practicalities of the available people
power and skills.
I would like to again acknowledge and thank Phil Marsh for his
comprehensive planning and oversight of many of the tasks around the
club, and indeed some of their actual execution. Among many other
things, Phil arranged for the southern kitchen windows to be rejuvenated
and installed them afterwards. Phil also periodically cleans and waxes the
upstairs floors, a job which takes many hours from start to finish. Besides
the canteen and bar, Gai and Val and their families also do many things
behind the scenes to keep the club clean and running smoothly.
The club’s sailing boat fleet requires regular minor maintenance,
made possible from the input of a lot of people. We will need to focus
more on these many small repairs and gear replacements over the next
few seasons. There have been no major changes to the three outboard
rescue boats that we run. We continue to get them professionally serviced
to ensure they are highly reliable.
Scout II continues to provide good service when we need to call on
her. Major thanks to Neil Hibbard for again overseeing her well-being and
in particular for liaising with the Half Moon Bay Yacht Club to secure her
annual slipping, at a very competitive fee. We replaced Scout’s cover this
season and also undertook essential motor maintenance.
With the COVID-19 intervention we have not been able to have major
working bees over the winter. We will however plan for smaller jobs to be
done in smaller groups for the remainder of the season. We do need to keep
tackling the consolidation work on the foundations (eg. strapping the main
timber supports to the piers) as soon as safe and practicable. There remain
many other tasks, such as painting the northern and western walls, which
we will get to, but we must prioritise and do what needs to be done first.
Phil has also coordinated the group (with Willem and Judy) that has
established the club’s COVID safe operating policy. With the age profile of
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the club, and the nature of our mixed operations, the club takes members’
and their families’ health and welfare very seriously. The COVID measures
are likely to remain in place for the foreseeable future. I would ask all
members to comply (and cheerfully!) with the cub’s guidance on being
safe on and off the water, even if some of the measures mean tasks take
longer and need to be scheduled.
I would like to thank Alan Gaha for his tireless efforts in general,
always being willing to do extra support shifts on the boats when others
dropped out or were unavailable. If you observe the “beach” and deck
on a Saturday you will also see Alan helping launch and retrieve many
boats. Nick Stroinovsky and Noel Hill also filled in on many support boat
duties, often at short notice, and without their help we simply could not
have held races on those days.
Tom and Robin of Biskupic Engineering continue to provide sterling
service to the club, having a hand in many fixes, modifications and new
items. Thanks also to Greg Annesley, our in-house electrician, Geoff
Dempsey our on-call plumber, and Peter Hill our local fabricator for
various jobs around the club.
I am sure I have missed some key people who also have made major
contributions to keeping the club and its equipment running - but thank
you to you all.
Please be mindful that it if we did not have all these talented and
valuable contributions, the club (and therefore us) would likely have to
pay to maintain our assets, which are there to allow us to sail. Please
pitch in and volunteer to support the vital maintenance that we must do.
It is also fun and interesting to work together with a very diverse bunch
of people to achieve a common aim.
Good, fair and safe sailing to all in the 2020-21 Season.
CHRISTOPHER DEY, Club Captain

Canteen and Bar Report
It has been a disappointing season for the Bar and Canteen. Trading
was much less this season than previous years. The bar had a profit of
$2,471, a reduction of $1,200 from last year, while the canteen was down
$850 with a profit of $2,121. As these two sources of income make a vital
contribution to the club’s viability this result is disappointing, especially
for those who work so hard in stocking and manning the bar and canteen
each week.
The lack of people around the clubhouse on Saturdays is reflected in
this result. Hopefully we will experience better weather conditions this
new season enticing more people to spend the days with us.
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We once again catered for a heat of the Cherub State titles and also
the annual Parramatta River Championship for 12 foot skiffs. It was very
unfortunate that the 12 foot Skiff Australian Championship was cancelled
due to the pandemic as our team of volunteers were geared up for a busy
Easter with lots of visitors eating and drinking at the clubhouse.
We were pleased to welcome back Bill Hilliard and his very special
friend to our annual Yuletide dinner. Due to inclement weather Santa
was unable, for the first time in memory, to arrive via Scout. Such a
disappointment as the children and members of neighbouring clubs get
so excited when they see Santa on the water. Thank you Bill for your care
and interest in the children.
Enjoy the Winter break, keep safe and well, and we hope to see
everyone back on Saturdays at the best little Club on the river.
GAI DEWANE, Liquor Licensee
VAL HILL, Canteen Co-ordinator

12 Foot Skiff and Cherub Report
Well, what a season we had with a very sudden ending for everyone,
sadly.
With one 12 Foot Skiff and 6 Cherubs registered, it made for some
great racing throughout the season that has seen great improvements by all.
As there were more short courses included in this season’s calendar
there were numerous scratch winners, which gave Arrogant Frog (Peter
and Steven Hill) a great run for their money. Fast Forward (Willem
Vervoot and Stephen Fujiwara) took the win for short course series point
score with A Grand Day Out coming 2nd and Lick This 3rd. The long
course point score was just as hotly contested with A Grand Day Out
(Robin Biskupic and Luke Hill) taking the win with Fast Forward coming
in at 2nd with Lick This 3rd.
Now, the most sort -after title of the season, the Club Championship.
We had an average of 4 starters each race which were some of the best
numbers we have seen for years. Lick This (Huon Saul and Simon Mercer)
had their best season yet and deservedly took the bullet, closely followed
by A Grand Day Out with Arrogant Frog just sneaking in for 3rd.
Our fleet is full of keen and great sailing up and comers. Extreme
(Liam Gaha and Cooper Cotterill) didn’t get too much sailing in for the
earlier part of the season due to study commitments and a badly broken
mast however, once they did hit the water things started to come together
nicely with some great results, keep it up boys. A shout out goes to Snorkel
(James Ranford and Louie Roberts) and Tiger Strike (Owen O’Connell,
Bradley Battams and Charlie Tapsfield) who are always enthusiastic to
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Season Point Score winner, A Grand Day Out, Robin Biskupic and Luke Hill

get out on the water and try to finish more races. Looking forward to see
what you boys can achieve in the coming season.
Abbotsford was lucky enough to host the first two heats of the
Cherubs State Titles and didn’t Abbotsford turn it on for both sailors and
spectators. We had a solid 20 knot westerly honking down the river with
only 8 finishers in both races out of the 22 starters. Fast Forward put in
a solid effort but unfortunately, Mother Nature got the better of them. A
Grand Day Out suffered gear failure in the first race but managed to get
back out to finish in 8th position in the second race. Well done to both
boats. Hopefully we can see plenty of Cherubs and wind at Abbotsford
again next season.
Willem and Stephen flew the Abbotsford flag at numerous Cherub
State Title heats during the season. Well done, gents.
Abbotsford also held the 12 Foot Skiff Parramatta Championship,
which this season was a heat of their state titles. There were 11 starters
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The wind was a bit fresh for Heat 1 of the Cherub State titles

with 10 finishers. Geotherm took the win with Arrogant Frog coming in
at a respectable 6th place.
The Arrogant Frog competed in the State Championship with an
overall placing of 10th. Well done to Peter and Steve.
The second half of the season saw the Arrogant Frog travelling to
Wellington NZ to compete in the 12 Foot Skiff Inter-dominion. Steven
unfortunately could not make the trip across the ditch, however his nephew

Peter and Luke Hill competing in Arrogant Frog at the 2020 Inter-dominion Championship,
Wellington,NZ
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ABBOTSFORD
2019

12

FOOT

SAILING

CLUB

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st May, 2020

—

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accrued Expenses ....................................................

352,222
7,862

ACCUMULATED FUNDS
Balance 31st May 2019............................................
Add: Surplus for the yearr .........................................

2020

2019
—

35,678
1,100
138,582
85
19,855
195,300

360,084
-4,774

132,207
7,823
16,167
8,587
164,784
360,084

355,310

INCORPORATED
2020

CURRENT ASSETS
Cheque Accountt .....................................
Cockburn Memorial Trust Fund.............
Term Deposits ........................................
Stock on Hand........................................
d
Canteen Committee................................

34,248
1,100
141,828
250
21,976

FIXED ASSETS
Clubhouse - Plus Improvements ............
Rescue Boats (at WDV) .........................
“Scout II” (at WDV) ..............................
Training Boats (at WDV) .......................

132,207
6,490
12,125
5,086

199,402

155,908
355,310

360,084

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st May, 2020
2019
3,623
2,970
2,182
4,025
2,770
7,260
3,325
1,570
3,799
6,390
2,340
295
—
8,000
776
1,011
656
3,736
276
55,004

INCOME
Clubhouse Committee
Canteen Committee
Social Committee
Shed Rent
Trophy Donations
Membership and Joining Fees
Boat Registrations
Donations
Bank Interest
Club Boat Leases and Sales
YA Membership Fees Collected
Club Shirt, Rash Vest & Equipment Sales
Learn to Sail & Green Group Course Fees
Canada Bay Club Sponsorship
Renovation Fund Donations
Recycling Income
Duck Race Fundraiser
Presentation Night
Sundries
Total Income

2019
537
2,120
1,500
2,989
2,458
1,668
130
361
160
11,154
2,064
1,119
8,748
46
3,727
—
—
110
8,250
—

2020
2,473
2,121
1,481
5,620
2,750
8,145
4,360
2,063
3,247
1,685
2,145
95
3,150
—
—
1,253
—
171
—
40,758

47,142
7,862
,

AUDITOR’S REPORT

EXPENSES
Trophies
Prizemoney
Associations and clubs
Clubhouse and Equipment Expenses
Launch and runabout Expenses
Electricity
Postage, Stationery and Printing
Telephone
Water Rates
Insurance
Department of Industries/RMS - Lease
Council Rates
Depreciation
Oﬃce of Fair Trading
Presentation Night
Trainer Fees
Hats
Liquor Licence
Engineers Report
Represtantative Sailor Contribution

Total Expenses
Net Surplus for the year

2020

—
2,180
1,145
6,292
5,690
1,544
134
389
120
11,273
2,774
1,256
8,877
47
—
2,001
1,210
—
—
600

45,532
( ,
(4,774)
)

I have examined the books and vouchers of the Abbotsford 12 Foot Sailing Club Incorporated for the year ended 31st May, 2020 and have obtained all the information required by me and which, to the best of my knowledge and
belief, was necessary for the purpose of my audit.
In my opinion, proper books of account have been kept, and the Club’s Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure Account were in agreement therewith.
According to such records and to the information given, the Balance Sheet gives a true and fair view of the state of the Club’s aﬀairs as at 31st May, 2020 and the Income and Expenditure Account discloses an operating loss amounting to $4,774 for the year ended 31st May, 2020 after allowing for depreciation amounting to $8,877.
Dated at Sydney, 30th June, 2020.
ANTHONY R. MERCIER, Honorary Auditor

Luke Hill stepped up to fill the big shoes. What an introduction into 12 Foot
Skiffs it was for Luke with plenty of 25knot races white knuckle rides
with photo evidence. Peter and Luke sailed two races per day over seven
consecutive days. The competition was extremely fierce and saw the whole
fleet finishing within 5 minutes of one another every race.
Arrogant Frog ended overall handicap winners, which was a great
effort. The boys came back home absolutely elated and can’t wait for the
next season to practice some new techniques.
Next season will bring a little more competition for the Frog as Robin
has purchased his first 12-footer. He will be teaming up with Luke, so
very exciting times for the both of them.
A huge shout out goes to all of the wonderful volunteers who help
to make Abbotsford the club that it is. Without all of your hard work and
dedication we would not be able to get out on to the water and do what
we love to do, thank you.
It will be great to see you all come September after such a trying
time of late.
SEASON RESULTS
Club Championship

Season Point Score

Short Course series

1st place

Lick This

A Grand Day Out

Fast Forward

2nd place

A Grand Day Out

Fast Forward

A Grand Day Out

3rd place

Arrogant Frog

Lick This

Lick This

4th place

Fast Forward

Arrogant Frog

Arrogant Frog

PETER HILL, 12 foot Skiff Co-ordinator

Laser Report
To begin with I hope everyone is safe and well considering everything
that is going on at the moment in the world.
As most of you are aware the virus precautions finished our sailing
season a bit earlier than expected. This caused the last heat of the Club
Championship to be cancelled and not re-sailed due to the ongoing
uncertainty that followed. It was decided by the Club that the series would
therefore be over six races instead of the usual 7, which meant that there
would not be a drop race and all races would count.
With this taken into consideration the Club Championship was
awarded to Neil Hibbard in Seacure with Lee Dewane in Vibe in second
and myself Garry Robberds in Juz third.
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The Long Course Point Score was won by Lee in Vibe, followed by
Tom Biskupic in Certifiable, then Neil in Seacure third.
Tom in Certifiable won the Short Course Point Score very closely
followed by Lee in Vibe with Hanna Biskupic in Problem Child third.
Now that I have got the official stuff out of the way I can get onto
other things. It was great to see some new faces out on the water with us
this year with Ben English and his 4.7 rig and Mark Craig with his standard
rig. Rumor has it that Mark, Willem and a couple of others have been
out training over the winter having sneaky unofficial races trying to get
a jump on everyone else when we start back. Don’t worry the handicap
committee has been watching! It was also good to see Chris Dey out on
the water more often this year and out the front giving everyone someone
to chase (bloody lightweights should have special handicap on the river).
As an aside Chris Dey was out having a sneaky sail during the COVID
period and broke his mast off at the bottom vang tang, which is a rare thing
to happen even on old Lasers. Luckily another old mast was found so he
would be able to get out again without too much work or cost.
While the overall club Laser numbers were okay at 13 registrations
for the season it would be great to see a few more out on the water each
week mixing things up. In the second half of the season we had 8 or 9
boats out in a couple of races, which made for more competitive racing
spread throughout the fleet.
I can’t finish without talking about this season’s regulation early
season honking westerly that cut a bit of a swathe through one of our races.
It was great to see the senior Laser sailors make their way back to the
club then head out on the rescue boats to help get everyone else that were
having difficulties back safely to the club, this is what the club is all about.
As far as members that attended races away from the club this season
Phil Marsh and I travelled down to Jindabyne to sail in the Laser Masters
State Championship in early February. Due to the lack of breeze on the
Sunday this was shortened to a 4 race series with one drop. Phil had a
tough first day but ended up second in the GGM standard rig division. I
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Close sailing between Chris Dey in Sinking, Greg Annesley in Purple Haze and Lee Dewane in
Vibe

sailed in the GM radial division and finished third and overall 9th out of
the entire radial fleet, having lead one race overall at a couple of the marks.
So close to a coveted Laser cube, but so far. I also travelled to Geelong
in early March to sail in the Masters Australian Championships and the
Masters World Championship immediately after. Well, the corona virus
intervened with the Australian Championships shortened and the Worlds
being cancelled. I didn’t sail very well in the Australians, despite many
days training beforehand and using a new sail, plus I actually had to sit out
one day’s racing after getting a Black flag, for being too enthusiastic and
over the starting line early in what turned out to be the only race that day.
Annoying but somewhat of a highlight as it was my first disqualification
from a big race ever.
Hopefully by the time we get to the start of our sailing season the
severity of COVID-19 pandemic in NSW will have lessened and more
of the restrictions will have been relaxed, here’s hoping. I would like to
thank the club members who have been making a great effort to get the
clubs COVID-19 Return to Sailing Safety Plan in place. Can everyone
please keep an eye out for the club newsletters as the start of the season
approaches so that you are aware of your responsibilities when you come
down to the club to sail this coming season.
As usual I would like to sincerely thank all the volunteers who help
to run the club so that we can all go sailing on Saturdays.
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SEASON RESULTS
Club Championship

Season Point Score

Short Course Series

1st place

SeaCure

Vibe

Certifiable

2nd place

Vibe

Certifiable

Vibe

3rd place

Juz

SeaCure

Problem Child

4th place

Purple Haze

Unshackled 2

Unshackled 2

GARRY ROBBERDS, Laser Co-ordinator

Open Class Report
Well done to our Open class.
This season may be remembered more for the season that finished
early than for the sailing efforts of our Opens. As I write this we are still
restricted and practicing social isolation in response to the COVID19
epidemic, which caused the premature end of the season after the last
race on 21st March 2020.
The open fleet this season consisted of two 420s, club Pacer 8 and
two Sea Scout pacers and one NS
Finn McCluney and Henry Wheeler in Keep It Real claimed the
championship this year after being runners up last year. Obviously, they
have learned and practiced new skills and can apply this knowledge to
their sailing. Congratulations Finn and Henry, a much improved team
this season.
They were well clear of second place Evan Gaha and Ben Tankard in
Conditions Apply with Queen Scout, crewed by Myles Harrington, Hugh
Kiernicki, Hugo Harrington and Rosie Chatterjee, just one point behind
Conditions Apply in third place.
The Sea Scout crews on the pacers, Attitude and Queen Scout,
were regular starters. Attitude, which was crewed by Jack Saul and Ben
Tapsfield, with James Scarpolino and Lucas Dieleman assisting at different
times, won the Season Point Score and also the Short Course series.
Conditions Apply was second in the Point Score with Pacer 8 crewed by
Nick Bell and Lewis Manurung third.
Who can forget the race of 8th February or “Choc-Top day” as it
might be known hereafter? Near the end of the first race, a massive rainsquall hit with attendant capsizes, driving rain, howling winds, shall we
say, challenging conditions? Despite this the Opens made a good showing,
Pacer 8, sailed by Nick Bell, Harry and Lewis Manurung, Finn McCluney
and Henry Wheeler in Keep It Real, and Evan and Ben in Conditions Apply
all eventually sailed to the finish – well done!
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Evan Gaha and Ben Tankard in Conditions Apply

And what about the Scouts in Cost Ya (NS) who won races on 14/3
and 21/3 – a great effort showing that improvement comes from practice.
We had some junior sailors have a go in Opens this year – Nick Bell
and Lewis Manurung leased Club Pacer 8 and had some good results on
occasions. A couple of times during the season Charlie Dey, Evie Munday,
and Harry Manurung, acquitted themselves well sailing in a Pacer. Evie,
Nick and Charlie won the Race on 25th January, as I recall.
Speaking of having a go in the Opens, I crewed for Evan in Conditions
Apply one time. In an event-filled prelim to the race – I strained a muscle
putting on my wetsuit, I fell out of the boat just before we tacked, I got
back in the boat in time to finish the tack and we broke the tiller, so we
did not start. This Opens sailing is tougher than it looks! Sorry Evan.
Spinnakers! – Yes, in a few races we had multiple boats having a
good go on the downwind legs with spinnakers, good to see a new skill
being tried and improved upon. Let’s add trapeze next year.
To all the Scout members who have sailed in the Open races – thank
you for your determination and competitive efforts. We all get better if
20

we are challenged. Thank you for being a part of our club. Your efforts
and participation are much appreciated.
Thank you from all the Open sailors for the support of those club
members who helped us rig and repair. Thank you also to the many who
manned support boats during the season.
Looking forward to seeing you all on the water next season.
SEASON RESULT
Club Championship

Season Point Score

Short Course Series

1st place

Keep It real

Attitude

Attitude

2nd place

Conditions Apply

Conditions Apply

Pacer 8

3rd place

Queen Scout

Pacer 8

Queen Scout

4th place

Attitude

Queen Scout

Keep It Real

ALAN GAHA, Open co-ordinator

Junior Sailing Report
Even without the unwelcome COVID influence, the 2019-20 season
was one of slight disruption and transition for our junior sailors. Many of
the kids are keen to move on from Sabots and Optimists, and indeed some
did mid-season! Although this can make scoring complicated, the club
is mindful of being flexible and allowing juniors to continue to develop
their sailing abilities and have fun along the way.
Charlie Dey in Optimist Rocket Fuel, Harry Manurung in Pippi
Ripple and Marco Serratore in Sabot 2, finished in that order in the Long
Course Point Score, and the Spring and Autumn Point Scores as well as
the Junior Championships. For the Junior Short Course and Biskupic
Engineering Trophies, Harry was first, followed by Marco then Charlie.
Evie Munday in Das Boot did not sail as regularly as the other three sailors
but had some good results when she did. Charlie McCluney sailed a club
optimist a couple of times.
Nick Bell and Lewis Manurung, along with Evie and Charlie Dey at
times, moved to sailing in the Pacers, amongst other things enjoying the
closer proximity for chatting that two-up boats provide.
It was pleasing to see how well the juniors handled the strong north
-easterly squall that came through towards the end of racing in early
February. The younger sailors did all the right things in terms of looking
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Marco Serratore in Sabot 2, Harry Manurung in Pippi Ripple, Evie Munday in Das Boot, Charlie
Dey in Rocket Fuel all heading up stream.

after themselves. Such good seamanship lessons will stay with them
throughout their lives.
Special thanks to Judy Evans for continuing to mentor the junior
sailors and help in many ways with the conduct of racing and support.
Major thanks also to Adrian Bell and Jason Munday for many weeks of
on-water support for the junior fleet, and for Untung Manurung being very
often on-hand to help with launching and retrieval of boats.
Over the next few seasons the club will be mindful of supporting the
junior fleet in as many ways as we can. It is up to the juniors themselves
to continue to come to the club and get out on the water to have some fun
and improve their sailing.
Hope to see you all in the 2020-21 season.
SEASON RESULT
Club Championship

Season Point Score

Short Course Series

1st place

Rocket Fuel

Rocket Fuel

Pippi Ripple

2nd place

Pippi Ripple

Pippi Ripple

Sabot 2

3rd place

Sabot 2

Sabot 2

Rocket Fuel

4th place

Das Boot

Das Boot

Das Boot

CHRIS DEY, Junior Coordinator
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White out on the river 8th February 2020

Learn To Sail Report
Another positive Learn to Sail program was conducted during the
2019-20 season (well almost the whole season). We had six eager sailors
who participated each week regardless of the weather and worked well
together to help each other rig, unrig and put equipment away.
Noah, Edward, Charlotte, Maya, Will and Taiyo enthusiastically
joined in all the planned activities and made huge progress throughout the
many weeks. It was also great to welcome Lachie (Charlotte’s younger
brother) to the weekly fun and he helped our instructors with on-water
coaching from the ducks.
The sailors had opportunities to learn a wide variety of skills
including rigging, tacking, gybing, mark rounding and of course…
capsizing and bailing  all sailors attempted everything asked of them
including the often hard to master coming back into the shore at the club!
Robin and Cooper worked well in their first season of instructing
under the experienced guidance of Chris and provided a range of water
and land activities to teach the basics of the sport. Special thanks goes to
Liam Gaha, who assisted when HSC commitments allowed.
There were several highpoints during the season including watching
all the sailors push themselves to the edge of their comfort zones on a
regular basis. It was rewarding to watch the skill levels increase as a result
of the sailors’ hard work and willingness to listen to the coaches’ advice.
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Thank you to the parents who supported their children throughout
the program and provided encouragement both on the ramp and at home.
We were hoping to follow up the program with a day of holiday
sailing in April but with any luck we will be able to do so later in the year
and encourage our new sailors to continue sailing.
We look forward to welcoming our newest members back to the club
in the coming season and joining the junior fleet for afternoon racing.
JUDY EVANS, LTS Coordinator
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—REMINDER—

Annual General Meeting

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual General
Meeting of the Abbotsford 12 Foot Sailing Club
Incorporated will be held at the Clubhouse on Sunday,
2nd August 2020, at 10 a.m.
PHILIP MARSH, Hon. Secretary

COMMENCEMENT OF RACING SEASON
1st RACE — SATURDAY, 12th SEPTEMBER, 2020

