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And   it   rained   and   it   rained..  
Luckily   we   have   boats   ...    Stephen   and   I   considered   going   to   the   Cherub   championships   at  
Lane   Cove,   loaded   up   the   boat   on   the   trailer,   got   everything   ready   and   went:   Yeah,   naah…  
Back   at   Abbotsford,   I   noticed   the   second   short   course   race   wisely   got   canceled.  
 
There   is   a   great   report   from   the   Laser   Masters   up   in   Jindabyne,   where   Garry   and   Phil   did   a  
great   job   representing   Abbotsford.   Thanks   also   for   the   great   report   Garry!  
 
I   hope   you   have   all   put   in   an   RSVP   for   the   High   Tea   on   the   15th   of   February!   And   are   all  
looking   for   things   to   wear   for   the   day.   It   promises   to   be   a   great   afternoon!   This   is   particularly  
aimed   at   all   our   supporters,   partners,   children   who   might   not   be   sailing,   but   anyone   who  
would   like   to   enjoy   a   leisurely   well-catered   afternoon   on   the   balcony   while   the   races   are   on.  
Bring   along   your   friends   as   well.   You   might   be   able   to   bribe   Lisa   on   0408   613   803   to   still  
accept   your   RSVP,   but   you   have   probably   missed   out.   Next   year!  

 
 



Another   important   event:    We   plan   to   have   our   own   “Discover   Sailing   Day”   on   Sunday   22  
March   from   10   am   to   about   2   pm.   All   juniors,   please   invite   down   all   your   friends   (and   for  
older   members   your   friends’   children)   who   would   like   to   try   out   sailing!   We   are   trying   hard   to  
attract   new   members   for   next   season.   It   is   vitally   important   for   the   club   that   we   attract   and  
then   maintain   new   members,   every   year.   It   is   the   responsibility   of   all   of   us   to   help   raise   the  
profile   of   our   club   and   to   be   enthusiastic   about   sailing   on   the   river.  
 
The   12ft   Skiff   Nationals    are   also   approaching   fast:   the   Easter   weekend   (Friday   to   Sunday  
10   -   12th   April).   Planning   is   well   under   way.   A   roster   is   on   the   noticeboard   for   you   to   sign   up  
for   the   bar,   canteen   and   support   duties.   Please   all   plan   to   help   out   at   this   important   club  
event!   We   are   also   looking   for   assistance,   sponsorships,   ideas,   everything   really.   Please  
talk   to   Peter   Hill,   our   12ft   Skiff   coordinator,   if   you   would   like   to   help   out   and   ….   PUT   YOUR  
NAME   down!  
 
The   LtS   group    restarted   the   weekend   before   last   (1   Feb)   and   it   looked   like   they   had   not  
lost   all   their   skills   over   the   break!   Please   keep   a   lookout   for   them,   and   say   hello   to   the  
parents   when   you   arrive   at   the   club   early.   LtS   was   cancelled   this   week   due   to   the   inclement  
forecast.   
 
  Our   Junior   sailing   is   proudly   supported   by:  
 

 
 
Please   advertise   our   club   to   all   your   friends   and   colleagues,   we   can   always   use   new  
members   and   sailors.   The    facebook   page    and    the   website    are   all   active   and   updated.  
 
Support   boats  

1. Please   check   the   support   roster   for   your   turn.   
2. Peter   and   Steven   will   be   on   support   this   weekend   for   heat   5   of   the   Laser  

Championship   and   a   long   race   for   all   classes.  
 

 
Meeting  
The   next   club   meeting   will   be   on    Monday    17   February   at   8:00   pm   at   the   club   house.   All  
members   are   welcome   to   attend!  
 
 
Fundraising :   
Looking   for   a   tax   break   this   year?   Here   is   your   chance!  
 

 
 
Please   support   our   projects   via   the   Australian   Sports   Foundation :  
It   is   tax   deductible!  
https://asf.org.au/projects/abbotsford-12ft-sailing-club/  
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Abbotsfordsailingclub/
http://abbotsfordsailingclub.org.au/
https://asf.org.au/projects/abbotsford-12ft-sailing-club/


 
On-Water   Safety   -   From   the   Club   Captain  
 
It   was   very   pleasing   to   see   how   well   members   handled   the   25-30   knot   squall   that   came  
through   from   the   NE   towards   the   end   of   the   race   on   Saturday.   All   boats   made   it   back   to   the  
club   safely.   Jackson   and   Hannah   in   the   tinny,   and   Adrian   and   Louie   in   the   new   duck   were  
on   hand   to   help.   It   was   especially   good   to   see   the   junior   sailors   look   after   themselves   and  
show   very   good   seamanship   under   the   conditions.  
 
Although   there   were   no   real   problems   on   Saturday,   I   thought   it   was   timely   to   remind  
everyone   of   some   key   things   to   remember   about   safety   in   stronger   winds:  
 

1. It   is   the    skipper’s   decision    about   going   on   the   water   before   the   race,   and   then   at  
anytime   onwards   to   continue   to   race   or   even   stay   on   the   water.   Although   we   will  
always   do   our   utmost   to   ensure   everyone’s   safety,   you   should   not   assume   that   there  
will   always   be   resources   available   to   rescue   you.   In   other   words,   based   on   your  
experience,   capabilities,   the   weather   forecast,   and   talking   to   other   people,    YOU  
take   responsibility    for   going   sailing.   This   is   the   basis   for   good   seamanship.  

2. Conditions   like   Saturday’s   are   generally   transient,   typically   only   lasting   5-15  
minutes.   So   it   is   absolutely   good   practice   to    capsize   and   ride   out    the   worst   of   it.   

3. Poor   visibility    can   be   an   important   safety   factor   in   such   conditions.   Keep   an   extra  
careful   lookout   for   other   boats,   moorings   etc.  

4. Staying   with   your   boa t   is   an   extremely   important   safety   rule.   In   some   conditions   it  
is   possible   for   boats   to   be   blown   away   from   you   faster   than   you   can   swim.   Stay  
close   to   the   boat   at   all   times,   preferably   holding   onto   something.  

5. The   general   shallowness   of   the   river   of   course   often   leads   to   the   “choc-top”   capsize.  
As   long   as   masts   don’t   break,   this   can   not   necessarily   be   a   bad   thing,   as   boats   are  
less   likely   to   be   blown   onto   the   shore   or   moorings.   Take   great   care   when   getting  
boats   up   from   being   stuck   in   the   mud.   Swimming   the   hull   downwind   if   you   are   by  
yourself,   or   pulling   to   windward   from   the   hull   from   an   anchor   point   of   the   upper   stay  
if   you   have   a   rescue   boat   nearby,   are   the   best   techniques.  

6. Make   sure   you   will   be   comfortable   on   the   water   and   choose   appropriate   clothing.  
Footwear   is   absolutely   essential ;   you   may   never   know   where   you   might   end   up  
on   the   riverbank,   with   mud,   oysters,   rocks   etc.   

7. Everyone   should    look   out   for   everyone    else.   Keep   a   mental   note   of   where   other  
boats   are,   count   heads   and   be   observant   for   damage   or   any   trouble.  

8. Finally,   good   strong   wind   sailing   technique   and   experiences   are   learnt   from   having   a  
go!   It   is   very   rewarding   and   often   a   lot   of   fun   to   sail   and   be   able   to   look   after   yourself  
under   strong   conditions.   Don’t   be   put   off   by   these   safety   issues;   but   use   them   as   a  
guide   to   keep   learning   and   developing   your   sailing   skills.  
 

Chris   Dey  
 
 
Social   sailing:    Social   sailing   now   occurs   weekly   on   Saturday   starting   at   10   am.   Please  
e-mail    abbotsfordsailing@gmail.com    if   you   would   like   to   assist   with   the   training,   or   if   you   are  
a   potential   learner   and   would   like   to   join!   Costs   will   be   $30/per   person   to   cover   boat   lease.   
 
Boats   and   gear   for   sale:    Please   check   the   bottom   of   the   newsletter,   or   let   me   know   if   you  
would   like   to   advertise.  
 
Any   news   to   be   included   in   the   next   newsletter   should   be   sent   to  
willemvervoort@gmail.com .   Newsletters   will   hopefully   come   out   every   week   during   the  
racing   season.  
 

 

mailto:abbotsfordsailing@gmail.com
mailto:willemvervoort@gmail.com


Race   report  
 
We   had   a   fleet   of   5   Lasers,   2   Cherubs,   2   420s,   a   Pacer   and   an   Optimist,   with   the   numbers  
dominated   by   junior   sailors!   The   race   began   in   cloudy,   slightly   wet   conditions.   Judy   and   Miki  
started   the   fleet   from   the   verandah.   All   was   progressing   well   until   just   after   Lee,   Tom   and  
Chris   Dey   crossed   the   finish   line.   At   that   point   a   massive   rain   squall   hit.   Ben   and   our   new  
Laser   member   Mark   were   out   of   sight   as   were   the   others   apart   from   Charlie   who   had  
finished   his   race   in   Rocket   Fuel.   Visibility   on   the   river   was   almost   zero   at   one   stage.  
 
The   finished   Lasers   remained   on   the   water   expecting   a   second   start.   Some   were   blown  
over.   Lee   can   be   seen   in   the   photo   sitting   on   his   boat   trying   to   protect   himself   from   the   force  
of   the   driving   rain.   All   reports   were   that   the   rain   really   stung.  
 
At   this   point   a   wise   decision   was   made   to   abandon   the   second   race.  
  
Once   the   squall   cleared   Lick   This   came   to   the   finish   line.   A   Grand   Day   Out   encountered  
gear   problems   and   were   DNF.   About   20   minutes   later   both   Ben   and   Mark   arrived   at   the  
finish   line.    Pacer   8,   sailed   by   Nick   Bell,   Harry   and   Lewis   Manurung,   and   Finn   and   Henry   in  
Keep   It   Real,   and   Evan   and   Ben   in   Conditions   Apply   all   eventually   sailed   to   the   finish.   Some  
were   sporting   mud   on   the   top   of   their   sails.  
 
The   Laser   results   were   Vibe   first   over   the   line   and   on   handicap,   SinKing   2nd   over   the   line  
and   3rd   on   handicap   while   Certifiable   was   3rd   over   the   line   and   2nd   on   handicap.   Shore  
Thing   was   4th   with   Mark   in   Hot   Stuff   Too   5th.  
 
In   the   Opens   Keep   It   Real   was   first   over   the   line   followed   by   Pacer   8   then   Conditions   Apply.  
Pacer   8   won   the   handicap,   then   Keep   It   Real   and   Conditions   Apply.  
 
While   all   this   fun   was   happening,   Jack   Evans   and   Hannah   Biskupic   manned   the   tinny   and  
Adrian   Bell   and   Louie   Roberts   the   duck.   Needless   to   say   we   had   a   very   wet   support   crew  
return   to   the   club.   It   was   an   eventful   afternoon.   
Special   congratulations   to   both   Ben   and   Mark   for   completing   the   Laser   course   in   such  
conditions.  
Thank   you   to   Judy   and   Miki   who   attempted   to   remain   dry   on   the   verandah   while   finishing   the  
boats   and   to   Jack,   Hannah,   Adrian   and   Louie   for   braving   the   elements.   Fortunately   all   boats  
sailed   back   to   the   club   without   requiring   assistance.   
 
Gai   has   provided   some   photos   from   the   moment   the   rain   and   wind   hit   Abbotsford.   Clearly  
mayhem!  



 
Lee   waiting   for   the   rain   to   ease.  

 
Pete   checking   on   Tom   capsized   near   the   wharf.  



 

 

Jindabyne   Laser   Masters   Nationals   report   from  
Garry  
Saturday  
In   attendance,   Phil   in   the   standard   rigs   and   myself   in   the   Radial   rigs.   20   Standard   rigs   and  
38   radial   rigs   started.   Light   rain   off   and   on,   breeze   10-25   knots   with   20deg   shifts   and   with  
three   races.  
Unfortunately,   Phil   wasn't   able   to   finish   any   races   on   the   first   day   due   to   the   difficult  
conditions.    I   finished   all   three   radial   races   and   had   what   could   possibly   have   been   a  
breakthrough   regatta   in   the   somewhat   flatter   water   of   the   Lake.  
I   ended   up   with   a   14th,   3rd,   &   7th.   I   made   three   large   errors   in   each   race   which   could  
possibly   have   cost   me   the   overall   win   in   the   regatta,   if   I   am   allowed   to   dream   a   bit.   The  
reason   I   say   this   is   that   I   was   leading   race   2   by   a   small   distance   mid   race   and   was   clearly   in  
second   place   mid   race   in   race   3   only   to   lose   places.   Three   times   over   three   races   I   missed  
the   big   left   hand   shift   which   cost   me   some   places   and   a   relatively   large   amount   of   time   in  
close   Laser   racing.   I   definitely   had   the   boat   speed   in   that   breeze   but   was   not   always   going  
in   the   right   direction   at   the   right   time.   Hopefully,   I   will   learn   from   this.  
 
Sunday  
More   consistent   light   rain   but   5-10   knots   of   breeze   and   for   some   periods   no   breeze   at   all   on  
parts   of   the   course.   It   is   not   easy   to   sail   in   less   than   5   knots   of   breeze   in   the   rain   with   your  
telltales   stuck   to   the   sail.  
In   the   end,   it   started   to   come   from   so   many   directions   that   setting   a   fair   course   was   no  
longer   possible.   En   mass   the   whole   fleet   had   had   enough   of   drifting   around   and   voted   with  
their   feet,   so   to   speak,   at   the   same   time   and   started   sailing   back   to   the   beach   in   what   little  
wind   there   was   and   the   race   officer   then   had   little   choice   other   than   to   cancel   the   rest   of   the  
races   for   the   day.  
So   the   day   ended   up   with   1   full   race   for   the   radial   rigs   and   1   shortened   course   for   the  
standard   rigs   as   the   rain   started   to   set   in.  
This   allowed   for   s   slightly   earlier   unrig   and   depart   for   the   trip   back   to   Sydney   where   I   hit  
Sydney's   horrendous   rain   between   Goulburn   and   Sydney.  
 
In   the   end,   the   regatta   was   only   four   races   with   one   drop   race,   three   to   count.   After   sailing  
one   race   on   Sunday   Phil   finished   19th   and   I   finished   9th   overall   and   third   Radial   Grand  
Master,   just   missing   out   on   a   coveted   Laser   Cube   trophy.   
I   had   my   best   regatta   ever   which,   failing   some   better   decision   making,   could   have   been  
stupendous.   So   close   but   so   far.    To   be   honest   other   than   club   races   and   one   race   at   the  
Laser   Metropolitan   Championships   at   Drummoyne    2   years   ago   I   have   usually   been  
consigned   to   finished   in   the   back   half   of   these   big   races,   unable   to   improve   my   regatta  
results   for   the   last   three   years.   
 
I   was   stoked   with   my   overall   result   in   this   regatta   as   the   view   from   the   front   of   the   fleet   is  
much   nicer   than   the   back   I'll   tell   you.  
 

 



Social   committee   and   events  
This   year   we   had   no   volunteers   for   the   social   committee,   and   we   understand   that   this   might  
be   too   much   of   a   commitment   at   this   point   for   members.   However,   we   would   like   to  
organise   some   of   the   club   dinners   after   the   club   championships.   
 
We   therefore   would   like   to   call   on   members   and   friends   to   volunteer   to   organise   one  
of   the   championship   dinners.   
You   can   do   this   with   a   group   of   juniors,   a   group   of   parents,   a   boat   class,   whatever   works  
best.   You   can   set   the   theme,   decide   the   menu   and   negotiate   the   price   with   the   club!   How  
good   is   that!  
 
Please   volunteer,   after   this   Saturday   we   have    2    championships   left   and   so   would   like   2  
groups   to   volunteer.   
 
Championship   dates:  
22   February   (    next   week!)  
4   April    (Close   of   season)  

 

Boats   and   equipment   for   sale  
Advertise   your   boat   or   equipment   here  

 
Coming   Events  
15   February Race   and   High   Tea   at   Abbotsford  
17   February Club   Meeting  
22   February Heat   6   of   the   Club   Championships  
22   March Discover   Sailing   day  
10   -   12   April 12   Ft   Skiff   Nationals  
 
Please   note   these   dates   in   your   diary.   It   would   be   great   if   all   members   could   attend   events.  
 


