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A   funny   kind   of   southerly   race  
With   a   pretty   good   southerly   blowing   and   predicted   for   all   afternoon   we   were   sent   down  
Hen   and   Chicken   Bay.   However,   we   only   made   it   as   far   as   the   first   mark   before   the   breeze  
died   off   and   swung   quite   westerly.   This   made   for   some   interesting   tactical   racing.  
 
COVID-19  
The   club   is   very   aware   of   the   current   on-going   Covid-19   (Corona   virus)   health   situation.   We  
discussed   the   club’s   response   at   Monday’s   meeting   and   the   club   has   the   following   policy:  
 
The   club   is   concerned   about   the   current   rapid   spread   of   the   Covid-19   virus   and   is  
particularly   concerned   about   those   members   of   our   community   who   might   be   more  
vulnerable.   For   now,   we   believe   our   activities   are   at   the   lower   end   of   the   risk   spectrum.  
Therefore   the   club   will   continue   to   operate   as   normal.   
However,   the   club   management   advises   that   as   a   community   we   need   to   follow   good  
practice   as   indicated   by   health   officials:   Observe   “social   distancing”,   avoid   physical   contact  
such   as   handshakes,   and   make   sure   we   regularly   wash   hands.   
If   you   are   concerned   about   your   health   and   risk   of   exposure,   please   consider   whether   you  
want   to   attend   club   meetings,   races   or   gatherings.   
The   club   will   stay   alert   to   any   advice   from   local   and   state   health   officials   and   change   this  
policy   as   needed.  
 
This   policy   will   be   updated   as   the   situation   around   Covid-19   becomes   more   clear   or   if   the  
advice   from   health   professionals   changes  
 
Important   event:    We   still   plan   to   have   our   own   “Discover   Sailing   Day”   on   Sunday   22   March  
from   10   am   to   about   2   pm.   This   is   advertised   here:  
https://www.revolutionise.com.au/abbotsfordsc/events/62995/    an   on   our    website    and  
facebook .   All   juniors,   please   invite   down   all   your   friends   (and   for   older   members   your  
friends’   children)   who   would   like   to   try   out   sailing!   We   are   trying   hard   to   attract   new  
members   for   next   season.   For   the   experienced   juniors,   we   will   rig   the   cherubs   and   give   you  
a   chance   to   steer   or   crew.   It   is   vitally   important   for   the   club   that   we   attract   and   then   maintain  
new   members,   every   year.   It   is   the   responsibility   of   all   of   us   to   help   raise   the   profile   of   our  
club   and   to   be   enthusiastic   about   sailing   on   the   river.  
 
The   12ft   Skiff   Nationals    are   also   approaching   fast:   the   Easter   weekend   (Friday   to   Sunday  
10   -   12th   April).   Planning   is   well   under   way.   A   roster   is   on   the   noticeboard   for   you   to   sign   up  
for   the   bar,   canteen   and   support   duties.   Please   all   plan   to   help   out   at   this   important   club  
event!   We   are   also   looking   for   assistance,   sponsorships,   ideas,   everything   really.   Please  
talk   to   Peter   Hill,   our   12ft   Skiff   coordinator,   if   you   can   assist   in   some   way.  
 
The   LtS   group    is   also   enjoying   some   good   breezes   in   the   morning,   which   allows   them   to  
improve   their   sailing   skills   to   get   ready   for   the   season   next   year.  
 
Our   Junior   sailing   is   proudly   supported   by:  
 

https://www.revolutionise.com.au/abbotsfordsc/events/62995/
https://www.abbotsfordsailingclub.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Abbotsfordsailingclub/


 
 
Please   advertise   our   club   to   all   your   friends   and   colleagues,   we   can   always   use   new  
members   and   sailors.   The    facebook   page    and    the   website    are   all   active   and   updated.  
 
Support   boats  

1. Please   check   the   support   roster   for   your   turn.   
2. Alan,   Evan   and   Ben   T   will   be   on   support   this   weekend   for   the   short   course   racing.   If  

we   are   short   we   would   also   like   to   have   some   volunteers   to   help   out   with   the   start  
and   finish   of   the   short   course   racing.  
 

Meeting  
The   next   club   meeting   will   be   on    Monday    6   April   at   8:00   pm   at   the   club   house.   All   members  
are   welcome   to   attend!  
 
Fundraising :   
Looking   for   a   tax   break   this   year?   Here   is   your   chance!  
 

 
 
Please   support   our   projects   via   the   Australian   Sports   Foundation :  
It   is   tax   deductible!    https://asf.org.au/projects/abbotsford-12ft-sailing-club/  
 
Social   sailing:    Social   sailing   now   occurs   weekly   on   Saturday   starting   at   10   am.   Please  
e-mail    abbotsfordsailing@gmail.com    if   you   would   like   to   assist   with   the   training,   or   if   you   are  
a   potential   learner   and   would   like   to   join!   Costs   will   be   $30/per   person   to   cover   boat   lease.   
 
Boats   and   gear   for   sale:    Please   check   the   bottom   of   the   newsletter,   or   let   me   know   if   you  
would   like   to   advertise.  
 
Any   news   to   be   included   in   the   next   newsletter   should   be   sent   to  
willemvervoort@gmail.com .   Newsletters   will   hopefully   come   out   every   week   during   the  
racing   season.  

 

Race   report  
The   prediction   was   for   a   10   -   15   knot   southerly,   so   we   were   prepared   for   some   active   sailing  
on   course   3.   However,   while   we   started   off   in   a   good   breeze,   the   rain   started   and   with   it,   the  
wind   disappeared   and   turned   into   a    soft   Westerly,   South   Westerly.   So   it   required   some  
good   thinking   and   paying   attention   to   sail   the   course   in   the   quickest   possible   way,   while  
looking   out   for   the   best   spots   to   catch   the   gusts.   There   was   also   a   significant   running   out  
tide,   which   made   some   of   the   points   tricky   to   sail.  
 
In   the   end,   in   the   Open   class   only   two   boats   completed   the   course,   Cost   Ya   from   the   Sea  
scouts   followed   by   Attitude   from   the   Sea   scouts.   Persistence   paid   off  
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In   the   Lasers,   Chris   D   and   Lee   fought   it   out   at   the   top,   with   Chris   in   SinKing   winning   the  
race,   followed   by   Lee   in   Vibe,   with   Tom   in   Certifiable   in   third.   In   the   handicaps,   Mark   in   Hot  
Stuff   Too   came   first,   followed   by   SinKing   and   Vibe.  
 
In   the   skiffs,   Fast   Forward   with   Stephen   and   Willem   was   last   at   the   first   mark,   but   first   over  
the   line   and   in   the   handicap,   followed   by   Robin   and   Luke   in   a   Grand   Day   out   and   Simon   and  
Huon   in   Lick   This.   In   the   handicap,   Fast   Forward   was   also   first,   followed   by   Louie   and   Liam  
in   Tiger   Strike   completing   their   first   race,   and   A   Grand   Day   Out   in   third.  
 
Many   many   thanks   to   the   support   crew   of   Nick   S,   Hannah,   Phil   and   Stephen   N   who   braved  
very   cold   conditions   and   rain   to   support   our   sailing.   Thanks   also   to   Gai   and   Ciara   for   starting  
and   finishing.  

 

Social   committee   and   events  
We   are   planning   a   dinner   for   the   last   heat   of   the   Club   Championship   which   is   the   last   day   of  
the   current   season.   Volunteers   are   required   to   assist   in   organisation.  
 
Championship   date:  
4   April    (Close   of   season)  

 

Boats   and   equipment   for   sale  
Advertise   your   boat   or   equipment   here  

 
Coming   Events  
21   March Short   course   racing  
22   March Discover   Sailing   day  
28   March Race  
4   April Heat   7   of   the   Club   Championships   and   close   of   season   dinner!  
10   -   12   April 12   Ft   Skiff   Nationals  
16   May                         Presentation   Night  
 
Please   note   these   dates   in   your   diary.   It   would   be   great   if   all   members   could   attend   events.  
 


