Abbotsford Sailing Club News 03/03/2021
Heat 5 Club Championship cancelled
This time it was a wet and dreary day, with almost no breeze. And after some in depth
consultation (see photo), the PRO Alan decided that it was better to cancel racing and
reschedule the championship heat for 13 March.

Discover sailing day 18 April
We are organising a “discover sailing day” for the community. On this day people can have
a short sail with one of the club members to experience sailing. Please invite any friends or
family who might be keen to try out sailing and might be interested in taking up sailing as a
sport.

FOA
Please read the fantastic report from the FOA meeting on 2 March. I would like to thank
the FOA for all their hard work on the club and encourage everyone who has time to join
this group on their regular Tuesday meetings!
The “Friends of Abbotsford” (FOA) are meeting at the club every 2nd Tuesday at 10:30 am.
So Tuesday 16 March, will be the next meeting, I hope lots of new people will join the FOA.
Who is Who on the balcony features Mark Craig
12 Ft Skiff Australian Championships. Please indicate your availability to volunteer, see
below

Support
Mark C and Julie have volunteered to be on support on 6 March
The support boat roster is now on the Club Calendar on the website.
Thank you all who have volunteered (or have been volunteered) for the support boat roster!

Covid management
We have updated our COVID management plan.
PLEASE CHECK IN WHEN YOU ENTER THE CLUB. It is easy to forget, but remains
important for the club to follow COVID-19 regulations. It might seem things are moving back
to normal, but we still have a requirement to register everybody entering the premises. Our
COVID marshall will spot check this and remind you if you forget to sign in. If you do not

have a smartphone, please ask someone else to sign you in.
The bar and canteen are open for lunch and after racing, selling sandwiches, hot food and
drinks:
- Available from 12:00 - 2:00 pm and 4:30 - 6:00 pm
- Bar will be open from 12:00 - 2:00 and 4:30 - 6:00 pm.
Please adhere to the rules under our latest COVID management plan:
- Please don’t crowd the club and around the bar area
- Please be seated when eating or drinking
- Please clean your table and seat after use!
The rule is still Get In, Sail, Get out. Access to showers is still restricted, because you
have to clean the shower area if you use them. Please arrive dressed for sailing as much
as possible.

How can you help?
Cleaning Thank you to Mark for cleaning the mens’ toilets each week.
We still need some volunteers to regularly (at least once a month) clean the change rooms
and the women’s toilets.
Volunteering: We always need volunteers for odd jobs, for working bees, for events, to
support FOA. If you would like to volunteer, please speak with anyone from the committee
or with Judy about FOA. This club only works because of volunteers, we don’t have any
paid staff!
Advertise and promote: Please advertise and promote our club to all your friends and
colleagues, we can always use new members and sailors. The facebook page and the
website are all active and updated. Discover sailing day will be on 18th of April.
Donations are always welcome! You can use our Australian Sport Foundation option to
donate some money to the club and get a tax deduction
https://asf.org.au/projects/abbotsford-12ft-sailing-club/:

Other items
Working with Children Check: This is a reminder that anyone over 18 who is likely to
work with our juniors (for example as a coach) and does not have children at the club
themselves needs to complete a working with children check:
https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/working-with-children-check
Please complete this as soon as possible. Once you have your WWCC number, please
send this to our secretary Phil Marsh (philmarsh@bigpond.com).
Sailing Committee meetings
The next sailing committee meeting will be on Monday 15 March 2021 at 8:00 pm and will
also be accessible via video conference. All members are welcome to attend, please e-mail
willemvervoort@gmail.com if you are not on the minutes mailing list and would like to
attend.

Please feel free to e-mail me with any concerns about the club management.
Willem Vervoort
President A12SC
Boats and gear for sale: Please check the bottom of the newsletter, or let me know if you
would like to advertise.
Any news to be included in the next newsletter should be sent to
willemvervoort@gmail.com

85th 12ft Skiff Australian Championship
Organisation of the 12ft skiff Australian Championship at Easter, 2nd to 5th April, is
steaming ahead.
We still need volunteers for the event. Please use this link to indicate your availability or fill
in the sheet on the notice board.
Come and see some exciting racing!

Who is who on the Balcony
Meet Mark Craig (or is it Santa Claus’s double?).
Mark joined A12SC last season and has been improving his skills and knowledge of laser
sailing ever since………. always keen to ask questions and take on feedback.
Mark initiated the new A12SC stickers for cars and boats (have you got yours yet?) and
was also a founding member of the “cool kids” group with the loud rash shirts – which have
caught on with many of the other laser sailors.
For the interview Mark displayed the same enthusiastic
and jovial attitude that he shows when in the park, on

the balcony or on the water. He not only provided the answers to the tough questions but
shared great anecdotes from his widely varied life’s experiences.
Age: 57 (but 25 on the inside!)
What do you do Monday – Friday: Managing Director; CFO and chief engineer of my
own company Circulus Life Cycle Engineering which I set up around 4 years ago. I spend
my time inspecting buildings, developing asset registers and maintenance schedules and
my favourite pastime – report writing!!
If you were a drink: flat beer
Favourite food: corned beef, mash, peas and cabbage. When working in hospitality I
convinced the head chef to prepare corned beef – just for me!
Previous sports: Navy Rugby Union team (a true second rower who needed/wanted
minimal contact with the ball), track and road cycling and sailing as a kid.
Favourite musician: Neil Young
Best destination: Shanghai – at this point of the interview Mark divulged many interesting
and fun facts of his time in the Navy – so it is certainly worth taking the time to sit down with
him, have a drink and listen to his tales!
How did you get to join A12SC: Close cycling friend Chris Wilkins badgered me until I
came to the club and had a go. I was very adamant that I didn’t want to get a boat BUT….
now after only 12 months… I have 2!!
Previous sailing experience: started in Sabots at Mannering Park at the age of 6 with my
brother and then moved through VJ’s, arrow cats, trailer sailers, solings, Farr 40 and now I
have a laser and an etchell!!
At this point it is probably fair to warn other competitors to beware… Mark has lots of prior
experience and enjoys strong competition and wind!! Just ask him about the 1985
championship he won when in Malaysia and his new venture into twilight racing at
Greenwich and RANSA.
Mark’s opinion of A12SC is
“A great club, warm and friendly people.
Don’t be fooled by the relative seniority of the fleet… young sailors beware….. you will be
whooped!!!!”
When asked about his future focus his response was:
Sunday (as today is Saturday).

Race report
There is no race report.
However, after the sailing was cancelled, Mark still wanted to go sailing and drifted down
on the tide towards Sydney harbour. When it took a very long time for him to return, Peter
and Luke went out on the Duck to check on him, but he must have just managed to catch

the turning of the ride, and was drifting back to Abbotsford. Below are some photos of the
search and landing of the lost son, supplied by Gai.

Thank you to Nick S and Anne B for being available for support, as well and Tom B and the
boys for putting in and picking up marks.

Boats and equipment for sale
Advertise your boat or equipment here.

Coming Events (The racing calendar is now on the website)
6 March
13 March
15 March
20 March
18 April

Heats 19 & 20 Short Course racing
Heat 5 Club Championship J. Sinclair Sn Memorial Trophy
Club Meeting
Heat 6 of the Club Championships Geoff Dempsey Trophy
Discover Sailing Day 11 - 3 pm, invite all your friends and family!

Please note these dates in your diary. It would be great if all members could attend events.

