Abbotsford Sailing Club News 10/03/2021
Short course racing and Cherub States
Stephen, Simon, Huon and I were at the Cherub states this weekend, enjoying the
wonderful hospitality at Saratoga Sailing Club, so we missed the excitement of the short
course racing. I had a chat with Abbotsford 12ft skiffie Bill Bollard who was on starting
duties for the club! Below is Bill on his way to the start boat.

More about the Cherubs below.
Just a reminder that next Saturday (13th March) is a re-sail for Heat 5 of the Club
Championships.

Discover sailing day 18 April
A reminder that we are organising a “discover sailing day” for the community. On this day
people can have a short sail with one of the club members to experience sailing. Please
invite any friends or family who might be keen to try out sailing and might be interested in
taking up sailing as a sport. This is now also advertised on facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/events/824898441436460/

FOA
The “Friends of Abbotsford” (FOA) are meeting at the club every 2nd Tuesday at 10:30 am.
So Tuesday 16 March, will be the next meeting, I hope lots of new people will join the FOA.
Who is Who on the balcony features our Deputy Club Captain Stephen Fujiwara
12 Ft Skiff Australian Championships. Please indicate your availability to volunteer, see
below

Support
The sea scouts are on support next week.
The support boat roster is now on the Club Calendar on the website.
Thank you all who have volunteered (or have been volunteered) for the support boat roster!

Covid management
We have updated our COVID management plan.
PLEASE CHECK IN WHEN YOU ENTER THE CLUB. It is easy to forget, but remains
important for the club to follow COVID-19 regulations. It might seem things are moving back
to normal, but we still have a requirement to register everybody entering the premises. Our
COVID marshall will spot check this and remind you if you forget to sign in. If you do not
have a smartphone, please ask someone else to sign you in.
The bar and canteen are open for lunch and after racing, selling sandwiches, hot food and
drinks:
- Available from 12:00 - 2:00 pm and 4:30 - 6:00 pm
- Bar will be open from 12:00 - 2:00 and 4:30 - 6:00 pm.
Please adhere to the rules under our latest COVID management plan:
- Please don’t crowd the club and around the bar area
- Please be seated when eating or drinking
- Please clean your table and seat after use!
The rule is still Get In, Sail, Get out. Access to showers is still restricted, because you
have to clean the shower area if you use them. Please arrive dressed for sailing as much
as possible.

How can you help?
Cleaning Thank you to Mark for cleaning the mens’ toilets each week.
We still need some volunteers to regularly (at least once a month) clean the change rooms
and the women’s toilets.
Volunteering: We always need volunteers for odd jobs, for working bees, for events, to
support FOA. If you would like to volunteer, please speak with anyone from the committee
or with Judy about FOA. This club only works because of volunteers, we don’t have any
paid staff!
Advertise and promote: Please advertise and promote our club to all your friends and
colleagues, we can always use new members and sailors. The facebook page and the
website are all active and updated. Discover sailing day will be on 18th of April.
Donations are always welcome! You can use our Australian Sport Foundation option to
donate some money to the club and get a tax deduction
https://asf.org.au/projects/abbotsford-12ft-sailing-club/:

Other items
Working with Children Check: This is a reminder that anyone over 18 who is likely to
work with our juniors (for example as a coach) and does not have children at the club
themselves needs to complete a working with children check:
https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/working-with-children-check
Please complete this as soon as possible. Once you have your WWCC number, please
send this to our secretary Phil Marsh (philmarsh@bigpond.com).

Sailing Committee meetings
The next sailing committee meeting will be on Monday 15 March 2021 at 8:00 pm and will
also be accessible via video conference. All members are welcome to attend, please e-mail
willemvervoort@gmail.com if you are not on the minutes mailing list and would like to
attend.
Please feel free to e-mail me with any concerns about the club management.
Willem Vervoort
President A12SC
Boats and gear for sale: Please check the bottom of the newsletter, or let me know if you
would like to advertise.
Any news to be included in the next newsletter should be sent to
willemvervoort@gmail.com

Cherub States Saratoga
The last round of the Cherub NSW State championships were at the Saratoga Sailing Club,
sailing on the wonderful Brisbane Waters. The boys from Lick This (Simon and Huon) and
Fast Forward (Willem and Stephen) represented Abbotsford in the fleet. We camped out
near the Sailing club and had a great time with all the other Cherub sailors. The winds were
mostly light, so there was not much of the spectacular racing that we can sometimes see.
Nevertheless we had some tight racing.
Simon and Huon managed to snatch 2nd place on handicap and ended 14th overall, a very
respectable result! Willem and Stephen ended in 14th place on handicap and 24th overall.
Nathan McNamara (ex Abbotsford junior) and Peter Mcleod (DJSC) were 4th overall and
1st on handicap, while Nicole Barnes (ex Abbotsford) and Brett Lancaster (B16ftSC) were
2nd overall.
The Cherub Association remains a very supportive and enthusiastic young group of sailors
and we can recommend this to all our juniors and sea scout members as a future group to
get involved with. Photo Simon and Huon accepting the plaque for 2nd place on handicap
with Henry St Hill, the president of the NSW Cherub Association.

Who is who on the Balcony
Meet our Deputy Club Captain – Stephen Fujiwara.
Stephen has taken on the role a er a few years of being a member of A12SC and wan ng to
contribute more to the club’s running and maintenance needs….. and he has taken on the role with
great gusto in his own quiet way!
Stephen had the following insights to share with us:
Age: 32 (no, wait … 33)
Favourite drink : Kirk’s Passito (passiona for those
in the dark!)
Previous spor ng achievements: swimming
however was more of an academic than a spor ng
or musical type of kid!
Favourite musician: not one favourite but does
like to listen to a wide range of diﬀerent types of
music
Favourite food : anything Vietnamese – it’s all
delicious!
Favourite des na on: Blue Mountains – we love
going away for weekend trips and exploring the
outdoors.
Earlier life: lived in “the shire” and went to Lilli
Pilli PS for a couple of years; then travelled to
Singapore with his family for his father’s work as an engineer; during those 8 years he made lots of
friends from various countries but did miss the Aussie outdoor ac vi es and made him appreciate
Australia’s beau ful nature.
Stephen really enjoyed his me in Singapore and is happy to chat about his adventures over a nice
cup of tea!
Current life: currently working at Sydney Uni in the hor culture sec on but will be looking for a
new opportunity when the current contract ends so…. Here are his creden als if you are able to
help out………
●
●
●
●
●

Very quick typing skills
Lovely phone manner;
fas dious with ﬁling
great experience with project management
strong interest in environmental issues

Why did you take up sailing?: Willem gave me the wonderful opportunity to try sailing and it’s
great. I’m glad I came along!
Stephen’s perspec ve of A12SC:

“A great community with spor ng tradi ons; fantas c for “ge ng oﬀ your phone” and out of the
house;
a decent kite ride is always exci ng!”
Do you have any advice for the club members?
-

Don’t change anything
More breeze!!!
Less ferries!!

Thanks Stephen for all your hard work with Chris!

85th 12ft Skiff Australian Championship
Organisation of the 12ft skiff Australian Championship at Easter, 2nd to 5th April, is
steaming ahead. Anyone who has sponsorship suggestions, please see Pete H.
We still need volunteers for the event. Please use this link to indicate your availability or fill
in the sheet on the notice board.
Come and see some exciting racing!

Race report
In the Lasers for race 1: 1. SinKing (Chris D.), 2. Vibe (Lee), 3. Problem Child (Hannah)
with the handicap results being: 1. Problem Child, 2. Certifiable (Tom) and 3. Vbe. And in
race 2: 1. SinKing, 2. Vibe, 3. Unshackled 2 (Phil) and with the handicap results being: 1.
Unshackled 2, 2. Vibe, 3. Problem Child.
In the skiffs, we only had two boats with the cherubs competing in the State
Championships. The Arrogant Frog won both races and handicaps, and Engineered for
Failure finished the second race (and came second).

In the open class we had again a plethora of boats competing. In race 1 the order was, 1.
Cost Ya., 2. Twated, 3. Intergalactic Seamen, with the handicap results being: 1. Cost Ya,
2. Intergalactic Seamen and 3. Twated. In race 2, 1. Cost Ya, 2. Twated, 3. Gone Rogue
and with the handicap results being: 1. Twated, 2. Cost Ya. 3. Attitude.
Thank you to Mark C and Julie for supporting the racing, and Gai, Alan and Paige for
starting and finishing.

Boats and equipment for sale
Advertise your boat or equipment here.

End of Season Sale: Fast Forward $1500 ono
Great beginner Cherub, dry boat, sailed and stored at the Club. Multiple kites and Sail sets
available. One kite brand new from the 2019/2020 season.
For sale at end of season (18 April)

Inspections welcome.
Contact Willem 0412 365 091 willemvervoort@gmail.com

Coming Events (The racing calendar is now on the website)
13 March
15 March
20 March
18 April

Heat 5 Club Championship J. Sinclair Snr Memorial Trophy
Club Meeting
Heat 6 of the Club Championships Geoff Dempsey Trophy
Discover Sailing Day 11 - 3 pm, invite all your friends and family!

Please note these dates in your diary. It would be great if all members could attend events.

