Abbotsford Sailing Club News 17/03/2021
Re-sail of Heat 5 Club Championships
It was a fine sunny day for the re-sail of Heat 5 of the club championships. The breeze kept
us waiting a bit, but in the end turned out to be a reasonable NE/ENE.
A flyer for the Discover Sailing Day at Abbotsford is attached to this newsletter, please
send to all your friends and family!
Now is also a good time to think about what you are planning for next season, especially for
the juniors sailing with the sea-scouts. What are some skills you would like to learn, what
are boats you would like to sail? Who could you team up with to get some more regular
practice and sailing.
End of season dinner
In the last meeting we decided we will plan for an end of season dinner on 17 April. It is
important for the club to have some social events, and as the Sea Scouts will have a
sleep-over in the hall that weekend, this might be a perfect opportunity to get together.

FOA
Lots of things got done on 16 March, check out all the new paint work on the balcony. And
check out how neat all the PFDs are back on the racks: If you use a PFD from the club,
please hang it back where it belongs. Parents, can you please help your children with this!
The lost and found also got sorted, please claim your items before next week (see below).
Having some leave from work, I joined FOA this last Tuesday 16 March to help out with a
few things, as well as some others helping with some outside maintenance. Please if you
can make it on a Tuesday, come and lend a hand.
The “Friends of Abbotsford” (FOA) are meeting at the club every 2nd Tuesday at 10:30 am.
So Tuesday 30 March, will be the next meeting, I hope lots of new people will join the FOA.
12 Ft Skiff Australian Championships.
We are nearing the Easter 12ft Skiff Australian championships, so if you have not yet done
so, please consider volunteering. Please indicate your availability to volunteer. We can
really use your help, even if you can help out for only a few hours.

Support
Noel, Anne and possibly Nick S are on support for Heat 6 of the Club Championships.
The support boat roster is now on the Club Calendar on the website.
Thank you all who have volunteered (or have been volunteered) for the support boat roster!

Covid management
PLEASE CHECK IN WHEN YOU ENTER THE CLUB. It is easy to forget, but remains
important for the club to follow COVID-19 regulations. It might seem things are moving back
to normal, but we still have a requirement to register everybody entering the premises. Our
COVID marshall will spot check this and remind you if you forget to sign in. If you do not
have a smartphone, please ask someone else to sign you in.

Please adhere to the rules under our latest COVID management plan:
- Please don’t crowd the club and around the bar area
- Please be seated when eating or drinking
- Please clean your table and seat after use!
The rule is still Get In, Sail, Get out. Access to showers is still restricted, because you have
to clean the shower area if you use them. Please arrive dressed for sailing as much as
possible.

How can you help?
Cleaning Thank you to Mark for cleaning the mens’ toilets each week.
We still need some volunteers to regularly (at least once a month) clean the change rooms
and the women’s toilets.
Volunteering: We always need volunteers for odd jobs, for working bees, for events, or to
support FOA. If you would like to volunteer, please speak with anyone from the committee
or with Judy about FOA. This club only works because of volunteers, we don’t have any
paid staff!
Advertise and promote: Please advertise and promote our club to all your friends and
colleagues, we can always use new members and sailors. The facebook page and the
website are all active and updated. Discover sailing day will be on 18th of April (please
see attached flyer).
Donations are always welcome! You can use our Australian Sport Foundation option to
donate some money to the club and get a tax deduction
https://asf.org.au/projects/abbotsford-12ft-sailing-club/:

Other items
Working with Children Check: This is a reminder that anyone over 18 who is likely to work
with our juniors (for example as a coach) and does not have children at the club themselves
needs to complete a working with children check:
https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/working-with-children-check
Please complete this as soon as possible. Once you have your WWCC number, please
send this to our secretary Phil Marsh (philmarsh@bigpond.com).
Sailing Committee meetings
The next sailing committee meeting will be on Monday 29 March 2021 at 8:00 pm and will
also be accessible via video conference. All members are welcome to attend, please e-mail
willemvervoort@gmail.com if you are not on the minutes mailing list and would like to
attend.
Please feel free to e-mail me directly with any concerns about the club management.
Willem Vervoort
President A12SC
Boats and gear for sale: let me know if you would like to advertise.
Any news to be included in the next newsletter should be sent to willemvervoort@gmail.com

Lost and Found
Thanks to Judy and FOA, please check out the bounty in lost property. If not claimed by the
end of sailing on Saturday 20 March - they will find a good home!

85th 12ft Skiff Australian Championship
Organisation of the 12ft skiff Australian Championship at Easter, 2nd to 5th April, is
steaming ahead. Anyone who has sponsorship suggestions, please see Pete H.
We still need volunteers for the event. Please use this link to indicate your availability or fill
in the sheet on the notice board.
Come and see some exciting racing!

Race report
The ENE breeze was a bit variable for the championship heat, but it resulted in some
exciting racing. It was very important to look for the gusts and sail to the pressure. This
might mean more tacking and gybing, but it paid off in terms of differences in speed that
you could create. Mark C and Phil in the lasers had a very tight race in the middle of the
Laser pack, finishing in a few seconds from each other, while Neil in SeaCure was hot on
the heels of Lee, finishing only 1 minute behind. In fact the first 4 lasers finished within 4

minutes of each other. Special mention for Jack P who finished his first long race on Super
on a radial sail, and complaining that he wanted to go faster!

In the skiffs, the Arrogant Frog sailed away comfortably, and Engineered for Failure caught
the Cherubs on the last lap, despite being late for the start. The Cherubs had their own
tight battle, never being further than about 2 boat lengths from each other and Fast
Forward prevailed in the end, just beating Lick This.
The Opens race was quite different, Cost Ya pulled away and never looked back, finishing
almost 20 minutes ahead of the second boat. The next 4 boats of the opens finished within
15 minutes of each other.
Thanks to Alan for a few photos from the start, with Engineered for failure almost missing
the start in the skiffs. However, more interesting is that none of the open fleet is in the
picture, as they were all still scrambling to get to the start.

The results were, in the Lasers: 1. Sinking (Chris), 2. Juz (Garry) and 3. Vibe (Lee), while
for the handicap, 1. Unshackled 2 (Phil), 2. Certifiable (Tom) and 3. Seacure (Neil).
In the skiffs: 1. Arrogant Frog (Peter and Steve H.), 2. Engineered for Failure (Robin and
Luke), 3. Fast Forward (Willem and Stephen) and in the handicap 1. Arrogant Frog, 2. Fast
Forward, 3. Engineered for Failure.
Thank you to the Sea Scout parents and guardians for supporting the racing, and Gai, Alan
and Paige for starting and finishing.

Boats and equipment for sale
Advertise your boat or equipment here, e-mail willem to add an item.

End of Season Sale: Fast Forward $1500
Great beginner Cherub, dry boat, sailed and stored at the Club. Multiple kites and Sail sets
available. One kite newly bought for the 2019/2020 season. Main sail from 2016, Jibs from
2016 and 2018. Older sail sets also included.
For sale at end of season (18 April)

Inspections welcome.
Contact Willem 0412 365 091 willemvervoort@gmail.com

Coming Events (The racing calendar is now on the website)
20 March
Heat 6 of the Club Championships Geoff Dempsey Trophy
27 March
Short course racing Heats 21 and 22
3 - 5 April
12Ft skiff Australian Championships
10 April
Race
17 April
Heat 7 of the Club Championship M.E. Gaha Memorial trophy and
end of season dinner

18 April
See attached flyer

Discover Sailing Day 11 - 3 pm, invite all your friends and family!

Please note these dates in your diary. It would be great if all members could attend events.

