Abbotsford Sailing Club News 31/03/2021
Back to a floater for the short course
Maybe I shouldn’t have wished for better weather last week. This Saturday was glorious,
except….the NE only came in at 4:30 pm, and by then racing had been abandoned.
Who can donate an old smart phone to the club?
The club is planning to get rid of the landline and switch to a cheap mobile plan. Does
someone have an old smart phone lying around, which they are willing to donate to the
club?
12 Ft Skiff Australian Championships.
The 12ft Skiff Australian championships are upon us!!
Can you come and help on the support boats? We still need some extra people!
Come and help out, or support the Arrogant Frog and Engineered for Failure at the club! We
look forward to seeing you all at the club this weekend. There will be no normal competition,
so you don’t have an excuse to at least be there on Saturday.
End of season dinner
An end of season dinner will be organised after the racing on 17 April, please add this to
your calendars. Maybe we can even have a duck race?? It is important for the club to have
some social events, and as the Sea Scouts will have a sleep-over in the hall that weekend,
this might be a perfect opportunity to get together.

FOA
The “Friends of Abbotsford” (FOA) are meeting at the club every 1st and 3rd Tuesday at
10:30 am. Taking a break over Easter, so Tuesday 20 April is your next opportunity to join
their activities! Please see the report below.

Who is who on the balcony is back!
This week it features Val Hill.

Support
The support boat roster is now on the Club Calendar on the website.
Thank you all who have volunteered (or have been volunteered) for the support boat roster!

Covid management
PLEASE CHECK IN WHEN YOU ENTER THE CLUB. It is easy to forget, but remains
important for the club to follow COVID-19 regulations. It might seem things are moving back
to normal, but we still have a requirement to register everybody entering the premises. Our
COVID marshall will spot check this and remind you if you forget to sign in. If you do not
have a smartphone, please ask someone else to sign you in.
Please adhere to the rules under our latest COVID management plan
The rule is still Get In, Sail, Get out. Access to showers is still restricted, because you have
to clean the shower area if you use them. Please arrive dressed for sailing as much as
possible.

How can you help?
Cleaning Thank you to Mark for cleaning the mens’ toilets each week.
We still need some volunteers to regularly (at least once a month) clean the change rooms
and the women’s toilets.
Volunteering: We always need volunteers for odd jobs, for working bees, for events, or to
support FOA. If you would like to volunteer, please speak with anyone from the committee
or with Judy about FOA. This club only works because of volunteers, we don’t have any
paid staff!
Advertise and promote: Please advertise and promote our club to all your friends and
colleagues, we can always use new members and sailors. The facebook page and the
website are all active and updated. Discover sailing day will be on 18th of April (please
see attached flyer).
Donations are always welcome! You can use our Australian Sport Foundation option to
donate some money to the club and get a tax deduction
https://asf.org.au/projects/abbotsford-12ft-sailing-club/:

Other items
Working with Children Check: This is a reminder that anyone over 18 who is likely to work
with our juniors (for example as a coach) and does not have children at the club themselves
needs to complete a working with children check:
https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/working-with-children-check
Please complete this as soon as possible. Once you have your WWCC number, please
send this to our secretary Phil Marsh (philmarsh@bigpond.com).
Sailing Committee meetings
The next sailing committee meeting will be on Monday 19 April 2021 at 8:00 pm and will
also be accessible via video conference. All members are welcome to attend, please e-mail
willemvervoort@gmail.com if you are not on the minutes mailing list and would like to
attend.
Please feel free to e-mail me directly with any concerns about the club management.
Willem Vervoort
President A12SC
Boats and gear for sale: let me know if you would like to advertise.
Any news to be included in the next newsletter should be sent to willemvervoort@gmail.com

85th 12ft Skiff Australian Championship
Organisation of the 12ft skiff Australian Championship at Easter, 2nd to 5th April, is
steaming ahead. Anyone who has sponsorship suggestions, please see Pete H.
We still need volunteers for the event. Please use this link to indicate your availability or fill
in the sheet on the notice board.

Come and see some exciting racing!

FOA report
Well….. what a nice surprise for the FOA’s when one of the club’s first female Life
members – Maureen Copley - came along to meet the FOA’s and enjoy a nice cuppa and
piece of cake.
Maureen became a Life Member in 1982 as a result of
her ongoing and hard work in and around the club –
both as part of the Ladies Auxiliary and also for her
contribution with her husband Barry who undertook the
enormous task of doing all the club’s printing including
annual reports, social event tickets etc. for many, many
years.

Maureen chatted about the “goings on” with her family
and her 3 wonderful great grandsons!! She also shared
lots of her wonderful knowledge of the history of the
river and surrounding suburbs including the old
Gladesville Hospital. The FOA’s are looking forward to
hearing more!
It was a lucky day to come along as there was a special treat – a yummy lemon cake – to
celebrate Judy’s birthday (thanks to Anne). Who knows what will be shared next time??
After speaking with Maureen it was onto our “job list” for the week in readiness for the 12’s
Nationals– we cleaned the balcony chairs and tables, deep cleansed the ladies change
rooms, re-arranged the boats in the club and watched the council mow the overgrown
grass (yahoo!!).

After a well-earned cuppa and sandwich it was agreed that the FOA’s will meet on the 1st
and 3rd Tuesday of the coming months – so pencil in the following dates so you can enjoy
the balcony chats:
APRIL– 20th April (the FOA’s will have a break on 6th April due to the Easter activities at the
club)
MAY – 4th and 18th

JUNE – 1st AND 15th

JULY – 6th AND 20th

But remember.. the FOA’s are not all work and no play…. there is plenty of chatting, eating
and enjoying the company of friends! There was even some talk of us going on a day trip
(maybe to the big city) in the coming months – so if you are free then come along and be a
FOA!!

Who is who on the balcony
Meet Val Hill – one of our long standing members and an essential part of the hard working
canteen team.
Val is a member of the founding family of the club – the Dempsey clan. Daughter of Jack
and Lenore, Val has been coming to the club even before the official opening in September
1954 (although she admits she doesn’t remember a thing as she was only 3 months old).
Her dad and his siblings (Jim, Ken, George and Verle) all contributed hugely to the
establishment of Abbotsford 12’ Sailing Club – both in the building of the clubhouse (initially
known as “the shed”) and the running of the racing. Even Val’s grandfather was involved

through his many years of driving the support boat
(his own vessel) before the club had its own “Scout”.
Val’s mum, Lenore was also heavily instrumental in
the successful Ladies Auxiliary and now Canteen
Committee in years gone by and was one of the first
female members to be bestowed as a life member.
Val has continued in her footsteps!
The entire history of the Dempsey family contributions
can be found in “Seventy Five Years on the River” –
well worth the read!
Of course, Val has also contributed in many ways to
the continued life of the club – not just by giving up
her time and effort behind the counter but also
steering her boys into sailing – Noel (hubby), Peter,
Steve and Scott (sons). All “boys” have sailed on the
river in a variety of classes even though she herself has never sailed. Val explained that
girls were not encouraged to go sailing when she was growing up but that hasn’t stopped
her from following her boys’ achievements through the decades. Certainly a very proud
moment when Peter and Luke won the Inter-Dominion handicap trophy in New Zealand.
Now at the club are her grandchildren –
Peter = Jackson, Luke and Paige; Steve = Noah & Ethan and Scott = Declan and Liam.
It is certainly a real family affair on the balcony when all are at the club!
Now for the hard questions:
Favourite tea blend: English Breakfast
Favourite restaurant: nowhere special

Favourite dessert: pavlova
Favourite colour: Teal

If you were a biscuit: Arnott’s mint slice – Val didn’t really know why but….. the writer’s
interpretation is: - because they have a sweet centre.
Working life: began working as a legal secretary at Carol and O’Day (pre-children) and
then worked at a number of schools as a SAO (school admin officer) including Auburn Girls
HS; Cabramatta and Greystanes PS. Val joined the retirees club in 2018.
Best social event at the club: probably all the club birthday celebrations eg 50th, 75th –
when special guests and past members came along to share their memories and renew
their friendships.
Personal highlights during her years at the club: her own 21st party; Gai’s wedding;
Pete’s wedding and watching her boys and the grandkids enjoy the club that her family
helped build.
Val’s hopes for the future: to keep the traditions going within the club and helping others
learn what a great place the club is. Val also hopes that her grandchildren will follow her
footsteps and keep supporting the club – they are the 5th generation of her family to pass
through and that is what Abbotsford 12’ sailing Club is all about – family!

Race report
It was always going to be a slow short course race and tricky to sail. With most of the
scouts away on a weekend, it was also a small fleet on the water. We started off on a weak
westerly, but with at least some gusts. But this basically totally disappeared by about 3:30
pm. At this point, some of the boats had completed one lap or maybe 1.5 laps of the first
short course. It was going to be a looong afternoon. Finally the racing was abandoned and
boats were towed back into the club as a very nice NE breeze came up at about 4:30 pm.
In the Cherubs, the only comical moment was Simon and Huon managing to capsize in
absolutely no breeze, maybe they just needed to cool down.

Just enough westerly to start the race
Thank you to Gai, Alan and Paige for starting the race and thank you to Stephen, Rob and
Neil for providing support and bringing boats back in.

Boats and equipment for sale
Advertise your boat or equipment here, e-mail willem to add an item.

End of Season Sale: Fast Forward $1500
Great beginner Cherub, dry boat, sailed and stored at the Club. Multiple kites and Sail sets
available. One kite newly bought for the 2019/2020 season. Main sail from 2016, Jibs from
2016 and 2018. Older sail sets also included.
For sale at end of season (18 April)

Inspections welcome.
Contact Willem 0412 365 091 willemvervoort@gmail.com

Coming Events (The racing calendar is now on the website)
2 - 5 April
12Ft skiff Australian Championships at Abbotsford
10 April
Race
17 April
Heat 7 of the Club Championship M.E. Gaha Memorial trophy and
end of season dinner
18 April
Discover Sailing Day 11 - 3 pm, invite all your friends and family!
See attached flyer
Please note these dates in your diary. It would be great if all members could attend events.

